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LECTURES 


ON THE 
THEORY AND PRACTICE UF PHYSIC, 


By DR. CLUTTERBUCK. 
Theatre, General Dispensary, Aldersgate- 


Lecture XXIV. 


Iam now, to lay 
the general doctrine of Dropsy, a dis- 
- which, like inflammation and hemor- 
rhage, may have its seat in various parts, 
but which is of the same general nature 
wherever situated. 


i D may be defined, 
“a preternatural accumulation of serous 
or aqueous fluid, in any of the cavities or 
interstices of the body.” The signs of it, 
when obvious, are either swelling with 
fluctuation, as when the fluid is collected 
in a single cavity ; or swelling, with pit- 
ting upon pressure, as when it is lodged 
in the cellular texture. Thus, there are 
two species of dropsy, which may be 
termed the circumscribed or encysted, and 
the diffused, cellular, or interstitial dropsy. 
The two, however, are often found con- 
joined in the same -ubject. 

In addition to the signs I have just 
mentioned, there is, sometimes, a distur b- 
ance or interruption of the functions of 
the parts concerned, arising from the 
pressure which the fluid is making mecha- 
nically. Not unfrequently, also, there 
are present, signs of inflammation in the 
part, and these, perhaps, accompanied | 
with pyrexia, or general febrile symp- 
toms, The urine is often scanty and 
high coloured ; and sometimes it con- 
tains much alvuminous matter, coagula- 
ble by heat or other agents :. at other 
times the urine is altogether natural. 
These different signs are more or less 
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applicable, under different circumstances; 
as will appear in noticing more particu- 
larly the varieties of the disease. 

In the first species of dropsy, the cir- 
cumscribed or encysted, the fluid is con- 
tained in some one or more of the close 
or shut-up cavities of the bedy, and the 
disease is then denominated according to 
its seat; as— 

1. Cranial dropsy, called 
ydrocephalus, or dropsy of | rain. 

2. Spinal, where the fluid is lodged in 
the spinal canal—Aydro-rachitis. 

3. an or dropsy of the chest— 
hydrothora 

4. Pericardial, where the finid is lodged 
in the pericardium—hydrops pericardu. 

5. Abdominal, or peritoneal dropsy— 
ascites. 

6. Ovarial, or dropsy of the ovarium. 

7. Vaginal, or dropsy of the tunica va- 
ginalis testis—hydrocele, 


. Capsular, or dropsy of the capsular 
ligaments of joints—hydarthrus. 
or an excess of the aqueous 
Hae ot the eye—hydrophthalmia. 

In some of these, the swelling and 
fluctuation are wanting, or at least are 
not vbvious; as in the skull, when the 
disease comes on after ossification is com- 
pleted: also, in the spinal canal; and 
in the thorax and pericardinm. 
n these cases, the existence of the dis- 
ease is known chiefly by the interruption 
or disorder of functions, together with 
(occasionally) scanty urine, with thirst; 
and sometimes from the combination of 
the celluiar species of the disease, to be 
next mentioned. 

Tm the second species of dropsy, the 

, cellular, or interstitial, the fluid 
is lodged in the cellular membrane, or 
connecting medium. In this case, the 
disease is termed anasarca, wdema, or 
leucophlegmasia. The signs of this, are 
swelling, pitting upon pressure, coldness 
of parts, and impeded functions. This 
species of dropsy, lke the former, may 
exist without being obvious; as when 
seated in the cellular textare which con- 
nects the arachnoid membraue of the 
brain to the pia mater. It may exist also 
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in the cellular texture of the lungs, in 
the mediastinum, or in any other part of 
the cellular membrane, and is then con- 
jectured to be present by the impeded or 
disturbed state éfFinétions, ib the parts 
concerned. ‘ 
The nature of the effused fluid differs 
according to the part affected, and the 
combination of the disease with inflam- 
mation. Ifthe membrane where the fluid 
is collected, be of a very delicate texture, 
as the arachnoid membrane of the brain, 
the fluid will, in general, be found lim- 
pid like water, or contains at most, but 
a very minute portion of albuminous mat- 
ter. If the membrane be of a more 
coarse description, as the pleura, or peri- 
toneum, the fluid will in general be found 
to contain a large portion of albumen ; 
and in some cases, the whole fluid may 
be coagulated by heat. In some in- 
stances, the fluid is of a gelatinous con- 
sistence; and occasionally it is opaque, 
and nearly of the colour of chocolate. 


4 s after death.—I need scarce- 
fatal; and in such cases there are often 
found thickening of the membranes, and 
other censequences of inflammation. In 
general, the absorbents coming from the 
part are observed to be much enlarged ; 
so much so, that dropsical subjects are 
commonly chosen for the purpose of de- 
monstrating the absorbent system. Tua- 
mours pressing upon the veins or lym- 
phatics of the parts, or disease of the 
neighbouring viscera, are also occasion- 
ally found after death. 

The remote or occasional causes of 
dropsy, usually assigned, are numeroas and 
various: as the drinking cold liquids 
when the body is in a heated state ; acute 
diseases of various kinds, as fevers, dy- 
sentery, &c.; diseased viscera; jaun- 
dice, intermitting fevers, phthisis, gout, 
excessive loss of blood, and other profuse 
evacuations; the abuse of strong liquors ; 
melancholia; scurvy, &c. The mode of 
operation of these varions canses can only 
be made intelligible, by previous inquiry 
into the intrinsic nature of the disease; 
this inquiry constitutes the theory of the 
subject, which I shall next endeavour to 
explain to you. 

n order to your anderstanding the 
nature of dropsy, it will be necessary 
that I should direct your attention to two 
functions that appear to be constantly 
going on in the body, namely, exhalation 
and absorption, and the sirneture and 
action of the parts by which these pro- 
cesses are performed. 


the arterial system termi- 
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\ries, and aré contintiaily throwing of 


nates in veins, other extremities open 
every where on the surfaces, both inter- 
nal and external, and in every interstice 
of the body. These are termed the er- 
halants, or e&haling eXtvenaities of arte- 


moisture, one purpose of which appears 
to be that of keeping the surfaces moist 
and flexible. This continual exhalation 
of moisture in the cavities and interstices 
of the body, would soon be followed by 
accumulation, where there not some pro- 
vision for its removal; and this purpose 
is effected by the extreme branches of the 
absorbent system, which exist every 
where in the body, ready to take up or 
absorb the fluid which the exhalants are 
constantly throwing out. In a healthy 
condition of parts, exhalation and ab- 
sorption are equally balanced, and there 
is consequently no accumulation. But if 
the balance between those two ‘nnctions 
be lost or destroyed, so that exhalation 
exceeds absorption, accumulation, or 
dropsy, is the necessary consequence. 

Dropsy may take place either trom a 
fauit on the side of the exhalants, or on 
that of the absorbents ; that is, it may be 
owing to increased di. 
mini absorption, and as isease 
differs, accordiag as it proceeds from the 
one or the other of these, we are to eu- 
deavour to discriminate between them. 
In general, dropsy has been considered 
to be owing to detective absorption merely, 
and the sole aim of the practitioner has 
been to promote absorption, and that often 
by means of the most stimulant mature. 
In a majority of cases, however, it will be 
found that the disease is owing to in- 
creased action of the exhalants, and this 


frequently arising from inflammation; in \ 
which calls, of course, for remedies of a 
very different kind, and in which stimu- A 
lants, are not only unavailing, bat posi- is | 
tively injurious, gen 
In order to discover whether the dis- to 2 
ease, in any particnlar instance, is owing ocet 
to increased exhalation or to diminished long 
absorption, it will be necessary to inquire cont 
into the canses of each of these, and the | 
which we shall find are very various. anu 
Of the causes of increased exhalation, may 
the following may be given as the prin- migl 
cipal : deba 
1. Inflammation. When either the cel- seldc 
lular membrane, or the membrane lining in o 
cavities, is actively inflamed, there will abso, 
be an increase of exhalation, as a neces- repri 
sary consequence of the increased arterial creas 
action that is taking place. But absorp- for w 
tion being in proportion to this, there is chansis 
no accumulation for a time. But in the bable 
more advanced stages of the disease, and J for tt 
when the inflammation is on the declwe 9 have 
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or when the inflammatien, from the first, 
is ina slight degree; exhalation exceeds 

iow, and accnmuiatien is the con. 
sequence. It, is difficuit to sayiv these 
cases, what part of the effect is owing to 
increased exhalation, and what to dimi- 
nished absotption; bat the connexion ot 
the disease with, and its dependence upon, 
inflammation, are sufficiently obvious. In 
most cases of dropsy in the chest, we dis 
cover signs of inflammation in this cavity, 
not only preceding, but accompanying 
the disease. Thus in addition to the or- 
dinary symptoms of hydrothorax, there 
is frequently pain im the chest, heat o! 
skin, quick though often irregular pulse, 
and furred tongue. The same combina- 
tion of symptoms is observed in a great 
pumber of cases of dropsy in the brain ; 
and often likewise inthe abdomen, where 
marks of peritoneal, or of visceral in- 
flammation, are easily discoverable by the 
usual sigus. In some cases of anasarca, 
also, particularly as occurring after scar- 
latina, inflammation in the cellular mem- 
brane is found, and attended with the or- 
dinary febrile symptoms. In numerons 
instances of anasarca of the lower extre- 
mities, the origin of the disease is thoracic 

ation, impeding, by pressure or 
otherwise, the passage of lymph into the 
veins. 

In dropsies that are thus connected 
with inflammation, it is obvious that the 
use of stimulating remedies can seldom be 
proper, and that, on the contrary, anti- 
phlogistic remedies, and even bloodletting, 
may be required. This kind of dropsy 
has been much overiooked ; and itis too 
common to treat all alike by stimulants 
and tonics, as if the disease were founded 
oe weakness merely, whichis very seldom 


case. 

A second cause of increased exhalation, 
is long-continued violent action in the 
general vascular system, not amounting 
to actual inflammation, It is a con.mon 
occurrence to find anasarca succeeding to 
long protracted fever, whether of the 
continued or intermitting kind. Towards 
the end of the hectic fever also, it is not 
ap unfrequent occurrence. Again, dropsy 
may arise from an artificial tever, as it 
might be called, induced by long habits of 
debauchery. In these cases, medicine is 
seldom successful. If we give stimulants 
in order to increase the action of the 
absorbing vessels, we shall be likely to 
reproduce the febrile state, and thus in- 
crease the original cause of the disease : 
for we cannot act upon the absorbents ex- 
clasively ; or if we could, it is not pro- 
bable that any thing would be gained ; 
for the absorbents, as well as the exhalants, 
have been in a state of increased action, 


and are become debilitated in conse- 
quence. In such cases, it is better to do 
little, except to palliate symptoms, and 
diminish vascular action when in excess; 
avoiding the original causes, and allowing 
time to the system gradually to re- 
cover itself by temperance, aud other 
circumstances favourable to the general 
health, Patients are daily precipitated 
to an untimely grave, by the use of violent 
remedies in dropsy. 

A third cause of increased exhalation, 
is great weakness suddenly induced; as 
by haemorrhages, or other large evacua- 
tions. It has often been observed, that 
an anasarcons state has followed loss of 
blood; and this has caused an unneces- 
sary dread to be attached to venesection. 
Practitioners are often deterred from 
bleeding, from the fear that it would 
cause dropsy. But if we find inflammation 
going on in any important part, so as to 
threaten danger, we are not to be de- 
terred from bloodletting by this con- 
sideration merely. When anasarca arises 
from such a canse, it is generally of a 
trivial kind, and spontaneously dis. 
pears, as the system recovers its strength; 
which can only be accomplished by time, 
and a sufficiency of nourishing food. 
Tonics are only of use in such cases, by 
exciting appetite, and perhaps improv- 
ing digestion; but if these functions are 
already well performed, tonics can do no 
good, but rather the reverse. 

A fourth cause of increased exhalation 
is pressure on veins, This necessarily 
interrupts the return of blood from the 
part, ily, stimulates the 
arteries to greater action, ia order to 
overcome the resistance ; but not being 
able to effect this, more fluid is thrown 
out laterally by the exhalants. In this 
way, diseased viscera, and the pregnant 
uterus, or other tumours, in the abdomen, 
‘by pressing on the vena cava, give rise to 
anasarca. It has been supposed that 
ascites was occasioned by the tumid or 
obstracted liver not readily receiving the 
blood from the vena porte ; but I think 
this is rather ascribable to the effects of 
inflammation. 

A fifth cause of dropsy has been men- 
tioned, namely, thinness of the blood. It 
has been supposed that at times the 
Hblood is too watery, and that it oozed 
through the sides of the vessels in con- 
sequence ; but this opinion is very im- 
probable. In the first place, we have no 
proof of the existence of such a watery 
state of the blood ; we cannot deprive the 
blood of its viscidity. It is found that 
after large and repeated loss of blood, 


the quantity of crassamentum becomes 
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‘ease, the serum is not watery, but con- 
tains the of albuminous 
matter, as may roved by its coagn- 
lating when Seeted: Neither can we 
make the blood watery, by administering 
water in large quantity ; this, instead of 

ucing dropsy, has on many occasions 

n the means of curing it. 

Causes of diminished ahsorption.—Di- 
minished absorption, contrary to the 
common opinion, is rarely a cause of 
dropsy. is is proved by the enlarge 
ment of the lymphatics and thoracic duct 
ina number of dropsical subjects ; the 
latter being sometimes found as large 
as the little finger in some cases. This 
enlargement of them shows that they 
have been exerting themselves more 
than usual, in order to remove the accu- 
mulations, bat have failed in the effort. 

Another proof that dropsy is owing in 

ral to a disordered action of the ex- 
lants is, that the fluid thrown ont is 
not like that of health; Mr. Hewson 
found, that the finid moistening the 
cavities, and also the lymph in the 
lymphatic vessels themselves, coagulates 
spontaneously in part, upon exposure to 
the air; that is, it contains fibrine. But 
this is not the case with hydropic fluids; 
these coagulate only by heat, or by nitric 
acid ; proving that they contain albumen, 
and not fibrine: so that the secreting 
vessels must have been acting in an un- 
usual, and often in an inflammatory way. 
more active the inflammation pre- 
sent, the greater is the quantity of al- 
bumen contained in the effused fluid. 

Thus then, if it be true that dropsy, in 
a number of instances, arises from in- 
ereased exhalation, and not from diminished 
absorption, the indication commonly taken 
up by practitioners, in order to cure 
dropsy, namely, to increase the action 
of the absorbents, must be often wrong, 
and the practice ineffectual. For it is 
not likely we should be able to make 
them act with much more energy, nor to 
keep up, if we could excite it, so violent 
and unnatural a degree of action. 

There are, however, some cases of 
dropsy, that are evidently produced by 
deficient ab ion; or, which comes to 
the same thing, impeded transmission. 
One cause of this is, pressure on the 
It must be very evident, 

t if the absorbents be pressed upon, 
80 as to impede the passage of lymph, 
accumulation must necessarily take place. 
It is in this way that swellings in the groin, 
enlarged viscera, &c., produce dropsy. 

We can easily conceive other morbid 
states of the lymphatic vessels themselves, 
which may impede absorption : such as 
thickening of their coats trom inflamma- 


tion ; and this seems to be actually the 
case in what has been called phiegman 
dolens. In parturient women, inflam- 
mation often arises about the uterus, and 
extends itself to the glands of the groin. 
This swelling impedes the transmission of 
lymph ; and the co nce is accum- 
lation in the cellular texture below the 
obstruction. That this pecciiar swelling 
of the lower limb depends upon inflamma- 
tion about the groin, we may easily satisfy 
ourselves by making pressure upon the 
part, which is productive of pain. 

The absorbents, again, are no doubt 
liable to paralysis, and this may give rise to 
dropsy ; and thus we often see anasarca 
accompanying hemiplegia. In addition 
to these causes of obstruction, there may 
be others, such as stricture, or rupture 
ef the lymphatics in particalar parts; 
these, it they should occur, might give 
tise to dropsy. It is highly probable, 
that all these states do actually occur 
at times; but the subject has been little 
investigated: they turnish us with addi- 
tional reasons why dropsy should ve so 
often incurable as is found to be the case. 
Such states can neither be known, in gene- 
ral, during life, nor remedied if known. 

When, from any cause, there is con- 
sideraple accumulation of serous fluid any 
where, the kidneys commonly secrete 
very sparingly. In some (mot in all) 
cases, the urine coagulates in part by 
heat and nitric acid; in other words, it 
contains albumen, probably from the 
dropsical fluid being absorbed, and again 
carried off by the kidneys. But thenit 
may be asked, why do not the kidneys 
always secrete albumen, which is almost 
always present in dropsical fluids, as well 
as in the blood altogether? This is not 
understood. Scantiness of urine in drop- 
sical subjects, does not arise from pres- 
sure merely, for this is always acting; 
but from inactivity of vessels ; and this 


may tend to keep 7° disease. It 


may be questioned, however, whether 
dropsy be ever owing solely to deficient 
secretion, either in the kidneys, or on 

e w course 
be various. It depends principally upon 
the cause inducing the disease, When 
it arises from in on or hemor- 
rhage, the prognosis may be favourable ; 
but when it is owing to organic disease of 
any kind, such especially as diseased visce- 
ra, a perfect cure is hardly to be expected. 


In my next lecture I shall speak—</ 
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' The benefits that may result from this 


REVIEW. 


Transactions of the Medical and Physical 
Society of Caicutta. Volume the First. 
8vo. pp. 406. Thacker, Calcutta, and 
Parbury and Co. London, 1825. 


We should ill become the station which, 
as Medical Journalists, we have the ho- 
nour to occupy, did we not seize the ear- 
liest opportunity of congratulating our 
professional brethren on the formation, 
under such happy auspicies, of a medical 
society in the metropolis of British India. 


measure are incalculable. Well conducted 
associations of this kind have done more, 
perhaps, to advance and aggrandize the 
sciences, than the patronage of the rich 
and the powerful—of kings and emperors. 
It would be idle to descant on the many 
discoveries and improvements which im- 
mediately followed the institution of the 
Royal Society of this country, and others 
of a similar nature abroad. A host of me- 
morable names, not inferior to the most 
Mustrious of the ancients, will occur to 
every one—men whose genius will be 
better appreciated, and shine with in- 
creasing and more resplendent lustre, as 
the world grows old. 

Seeing the impulse which well or- 
ganized societies have communicated to 
the sciences, we cannot withhold our 
thanks from the very meritorious indi- 
viduals with whom the present associa- 
tion originated, and under whose liberal 
and enlightened policy it promises to 
grow so great, and prove so extensively 
useful. That system of exclusion, those 
principles of faction and division, the 
elements of dissolution, which are mixed 
in the very composition of many of our 
modern medical societies, happily for our 
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vernment.* We do not doubt, therefore, 
that their exertions will prove of great 
and lasting service, not only to medicine, 
but to every branch of literature and 
science that may be deemed collateral 
toit. It is probable that the imperfect 
science of the Baids or Hakeems of India 
cannot furnish much instraction to the 
practitioners of Europe, but liberal and 
cultivated minds will welcome the light 
that may be thrown upon the past and 
present state of oriental medicine, by the 
laboure of the industrious and the learned ; 
whether their information be derived 
from authentic sources or actual obser- 
vation. The history of Mohamedan me- 
dicine, comprising the most flourishing 
periods of the schools of Bagdad and 
Cordova, has been pretty fully elucidated, 
but fails with the decline of the power of 
the Caliphs ; a long subsequent period in 
this branch of inquiry is therefore in- 
volved in obscurity, and the medical his- 
tory of the Hindus is an utter blank. 
In these respects, therefore, there is am- 
ple scope for investigation, which may be 
prosecuted with every advantage in the 
country in which the society is with so 
much judgment established. To the 
oriental nations we owe the introduction 
of many simples into medicine, which 
were unknown to the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, such as manna, senna, tamarinds, 
and rhubarb, besides musk, nutmegs, 
cloves, &c.; and in modern times, the 
madar, croton oil, &c. Hence it is not 
improbable, that many valuable remedies 
may yet be culled from the Materia Me- 
dica of the East; but if no accessions of 
value be derivable from that source, a 


* Medical men of every denomination 
and country, who can produce certificates 
of a regular education, shall be eligible 
as members of this Society; and all re- 
gular professors and practitioners of the 
veterinary art.—Laws of the Society. 
Only think, Gentlemen, of the paren, sf 


oriental friends, form no part of their go- |“ the strong antipathy of good to bad 
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vast store of knowledge, important equal- 
ly to physiology and pathology, may be 
collected and rendered subservient to the 
healing art. That mach may be done, is 
proved by the present volume of transac- 
tions, which, although the Society bas 
been so recently established, contains 
many papers of sterling value, of these 
we shall now proceed to give some ac- 
count. The first is an efaborate dis- 
sértation on “ Kushta, or Leprosy, as 
known to the Hindns,” by H. H. Wilson, 
Esq. This formidable and loathsome dis- 
ease, as it occurs in India, is well adapted 
for medical research, as its nature is un- 
certain, and its treatment undefined. 
The talent of Europe has been baffled by 
the want of experience, which nothing but 
actual observation can convey. There is 
an ample field, therefore, for the Indian 
observer, who has numerous opportuni- 
ties of examining the disease under all its 
forms, and in all its stages. Under these 
circumstances, we trust that this Society 
will remove the reproach to medical 
science, and indeed it is a reproach, that 
so little is known of the subject. 

The author of the present paper first 
takes a general view of the Hindn notions 
of leprosy, rightly judging that they 
might form a serviceable and interesting 
introduction to future and more scientific 
inquiries. ‘* The advanced state of me- 
dical knowledge in Europe,” he remarks, 
“is a sufficient security that the errors 
of these guides, imperfect as they un- 
doubtedly are, will not lead us astray, 
whilst, from their long experience and 
‘accumulated observation, it is possible 
‘that some hints may be derived, which 
may lead us to an improved knowledge 
and classification, if not toa more suc- 
cessful treatment of the disease.” From 
the systems of Hindu medicine*, there- 


* The authorities which the author con- 
sulted, are the following :—The Chikitsd, 


fore, (and it appears they are never satis- 
fied with less than a system,) the author 
proceeds to specify the causes, symptoms, 
prognosis, and diagnosis, elassification, 
and treatment of leprosy, a disease (ac- 
cording to these authorities) of the con- 
stitution, first disorganizing the integu- 
ments, but proceeding to destroy the 
solid parts and dismember the body. 

According to Hindu writers, the causes 
of leprosy are disorders of the prime 
vie, however induced ; hereditary dis- 
position; contagion, and “ political or 
popular superstition.” Under the first 
head they reckon the taking of things 
which do not assimilate, as milk and fish, 
and viscous and indigestible foods. Ex- 
posure to fatigue or heat, after a full meal. 
Drinking water or walking while heated. 
Excessive bodily exertion or mental ex- 
citement. The use of new rice, curds, 
fish, and of salt and acid viands; of 
pulse, radishes, sesamum, milk, and treacle. 
Also sexual intercourse, and sleeping 
under a loaded stomach. 

They assert that the blood and serum 
are affected by the disease, and that it 
may be thus communicated to the fetus 
in utero. They declare that it may be 
communicated by contact, by breathing 
the same air, by eating together, by sitting 
on the same seat, or by wearing the 
clothes and ornaments, or using the per- 
fumes of an affected person. 

Lastly, to abuse Brahmins, or to hold 
in contempt spiritual preceptors, with 
many similar offences are superstitiously 


or practical chapter of Cuaraxa, which 
includes the Nidan, \or pathology; the 
practical chapter of Susruta; the Chi- 
kitsa and Nidan of Bacruatra; the 
Chikits& of Caakrapatra and BANGA 
Sewa ; the Nidan of Mapuava ; the prac- 
tical section of the Rasa Ratnakar, and 
the chapter of the Bhdva Praxds, which 
comprehends all the branches of the sub- 
ject. The classification of Cuaraxa and 
Susruta is uniformly adhered to. 
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supposed to generate this loathsome af- 
fection. 


Itis probable that in warm countries 
rancid foods, or proper ones if devoured 
in excessive quantities, may be causes of 
this disease. Dr. Henderson makes the 
former, one of the causes of elephantiasis 
in Norway, and Good, euwholesome diet 
of the Spanish and Italian varieties of 
that disease. Dr. T, Heberden also states 
that in Madeira, fish, melons, cucumbers, 
young garden beans, or mulberries, taken 
at the same meal with butter, cheese, or 
avy preparation of milk, are supposed to 
produce it, and are therefore religiously 
avoided. Upon the whole, there is not 
much of novelty in the first set of Hindu 
causes. 

Aretzus, and others of the ancients 
assert, that the elephantiasis is conta- 
gious, He says, “ that it is no less dan- 
gerons to converse and live with per- 
sons affected with it, than with those in- 
fected with the plague, because the con- 
tagion is communicated by the inspired 
air.” (De causis diutarnorum morboram, 
Lib. ji, cap, xii.) Dr. Bateman thinks it 
not contagious, but “in opposition to this,” 
says the author, “‘ we have the universal 
belief of the people of India, as ex- 
pressed by their medical authorities, and 


_ their legislative enactments ; there are 


also some well known instances of the 
transmission of the disease from one per- 
son to another. On the other hand, there 
are also some well-known instances to 
the contrary.” Sonnini in Egypt, and 
Pallas in Tartary, notice the intercourse 
of diseased persons with healthy ones, 
without communicating it, and the Rabbin 
Doctors argue, that a leprosy communica- 
ble by clothes and houses never occurred 
but in Judea. It is probable that the 
disease is sometimes, though not uniformly 
contagious, but under what particular cir- 
cumstances remains to be elucidated by 
future observations. To be brief on the 


last cause, Alibert and Willan say that 


the leprosy is hereditary 


.—The indicative 
of the first accession of this disease, gene- 
rally, are a glossy or oily appearance of 
the skin, which at the same time is rough, 
rigid, and wrinkled. The perspiration is 
irregular, and occurs unseasonably ; the 
skin loses its sensibility, but is affected 
with sensation of heat, itching, and prick- 
ing; wounds occur upon very slight inju- 
ries, and are attended with great pain, are 
dificult of cure, and unless taken great 
care of, spread very extensively. There 
isa great rigidity of the surface. The 
hair of the body is harsh and erect, the 
veins become turgid and contorted. The 
blood becomes of a dark or black hue; 
and blotches, pimples, or tubercles ap- 
pear. The appetite is impaired, and 
system is generally relaxed. 

Leprosy affects the seven essential 
parts of the body, besides the three hu- 
mours, wind, phlegm and bile.* According 
to the seat of it, and the number of hu- 
mours affected, the disease should be 
distinguishable ; but as it rarely occars 
in a solitary form, and various parts are 
affected at the same time, another classifi- 
cation has been adopted from the appear- 
ance and discoloration of the skin, analo- 
gous to the principles of our own writ 
which discriminate Lepra as a scaly, an 
Elephantiasis as a tuberculous disease, or 
whichdistinguish the formerintosquamous, 
crustaceons, and tuberculous, making the 
varieties depend upon the colour and 
character of the scales, crusts, or taber- 
cles. Besides these, the incidental mo- 
difications arising out of the bumour or 
part affected, eighteen sorts of leprosy 
are enumerated. Seven great or princi- 
pal, and eleven small, or of inferior im- 
portance ; they are thus described. 

Kapala.—The skin spotted with black 
and purplish specks, or of the colour ot 
broken pieces of earthen pots; the 
blotches are irregular, hard, and dry, with 


* According to J. Ernestus Greece 
a Danish Missionary, who went to Ma- 
lJabar in 1708, the Brahmins belieye that 
every person has three praeies! diseases 


born with him. The first of these is 
called Wodum, that is wind or flatulence ; 
the second, Bittum, which seems to 
nify bile; the third, Tschestum, that 
impurities of the humours; and these 
diseases are prevalent according to the 
particular state and condition of the pa- 
tient, and either excite or suppress 
others.—Ep. 
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vast store of knowledge, important equal - 
ly to physiology and pathology, may be 
collected and rendered subservient to the 
healing art. That mach may be done, is 
proved by the present volume of transac- 
tions, which, although the Society bas 
been 80 recently established, contains 
many papers of sterling value, of these 
we shall now proceed to give some ac- 
count. The first is an elaborate dis- 
sértation on “ Kushta, or Leprosy, as 
known to the Hindns,” by H. H. Wilson, 
Esq. This formidable and loathsome dis- 
ease, as it occurs in India, is well adapted 
for medical research, as its nature is un- 
certain, and its treatment undefined. 
The talent of Europe has been baffled by 
the want of experience, which nothing but 
actual observation can convey. There is 
an ample field, therefore, for the Indian 
observer, who has numerous opportuni- 
ties of examining the disease under all its 
forms, and in all its stages. Under these 
circumstances, we trust that this Society 
will remove the reproach to medical 
science, and indeed it is a reproach, that 
so little is known of the subject. 

The author of the present paper first 
takes a general view of the Hindn notions 
of leprosy, rightly judging that they 
might form a serviceable and interesting 
introduction to future and more scientific 
inquiries, ‘‘ The advanced state of me- 
dical knowledge in Europe,” he remarks, 
“is a sufficient security that the errors 
of these guides, imperfect as they un- 
doubtedly are, will not lead us astray, 
whilst, from their long experience and 
accumulated observation, it is possible 
‘that some hints may be derived, which 
may lead us to an improved knowledge 
and classification, if not toa more suc- 
cessful treatment of the disease.” From 
the systems of Hindu medicine*, there- 


* The authorities which the author con- 
sulted, are the following :—The Chikitsd, 


fore, (and it appears they are never satis- 
fied with less than a system,) the author 
proceeds to specify the causes, symptoms, 
prognosis, and diagnosis, elassification, 
and treatment of leprosy, a disease (ac- 
cording to these authorities) of the con- 
stitution, first disorganizing the integu- 
ments, but proceeding to destroy the 
solid parts and dismember the body. 

According to Hindu writers, the causes 
of leprosy are disorders of the prime 
via, however induced ; hereditary dis- 
position; contagion, and “ political or 
popular superstition.” Under the first 
head they reckon the taking of things 
which do not assimilate, as milk and fish, 
and viscous and indigestible foods. Ex- 
posure to fatigue or heat, after a full meal. 
Drinking water or walking while heated. 
Excessive bodily exertion or mental ex- 
citement. The use of new rice, curds, 
fish, and of salt and acid viands; of 
pulse, radishes, sesamum, milk, and treacle. 
Also sexual intercourse, and sleeping 
under a loaded stomach. 

They assert that the blood and serum 
are affected by the disease, and that it 
may be thus communicated to the fetus 
in utero. They declare that it may be 
communicated by contact, by breathing 
the same air, by eating together, by sitting 
on the same seat, or by wearing the 
clothes and ornaments, or using the per- 
fumes of an affected person. 

Lastly, to abuse Brahmins, or to hold 
in contempt spiritual preceptors, ‘with 
many similar offences are superstitiously 


or practical chapter of Cuaraxa, which 
includes the /Vidan,\or pathology ; the 
practical chapter of S TA; the Chi- 
kitsa and Nidan of Bacruatra; the 
Chikitsé of CHakrapatta and BANGA 
Sena ; the Nidan of Mapuava ; the prac- 
tical section of the Rasa Ratnakar, and 
the chapter of the Bhdva Praxds, which 
comprehends all the branches of the sub- 
ject. The classification of Cuarnaka and 
Susruta is uniformly adhered to. ; 
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pricking and pain ; the wind is the humour 
chiefly affected. The disease, if nct in- 
curable, is very difficult of cure. 

Audumbara.—The blotches are red, or 
livid, of the shape of the Udumbara, or 
fruit of the Ficus Glomerata. The pain 
is very great, and there ix a sensation of 
buruing heat on the skin. The hair of 
the body becomes carroty or tawny. The 
morbid humour is bile. 

la.—Cireular tubercles, or raised 
Dlotches, white and red, but yellow on 
the edges, conflaent, or running into each 
other, and emitting a thin ichor. The 
skin of a glassy or oily appearance, with 
fissures. disease is obstinate. 
hamour affected is phlegm. 

Rishyajihwd.—Tuvercies, shaped like 
the tongue of a bear, hard, horny, red on 
the edges, and black or smoke-coloured in 
the centre ; much pain. This is the first 

ja, or connected with the vitia- 
tion of two humoars, wind and bile. 
.—Raised blotches or tuber- 
cles, white or pale red in the centre, 
whilst the edges are of a dark dull red, 
like the leaves of the lotus, when exposed 
tothe sun, A thick ichor and blood are 
discharged. Phiegm and bile are the 
hamours affected. 

Sidhma.— Blotches, white and coppery ; 
or livid; shaped like the flower of the 
gourd. The skinis mealy, and rubs off 
a, in thin dust, especially on 
the breast. The diseased humours are 
phlegm and wind. This species is at least 
one form of the Leprosy of the Greeks, 
or scaly leprosy of the moderns. The 
first species of Good, possibly, or Lepra 
Albida ; and the Lepra Vulgaris of Bate- 
oy Lepra Alphos, or Leuce, of Ali- 


Kdkana.—The blotches resemble the 
seeds of the Abrus Precatorious, having 
a black rpot in the centre, surrounded by 
bright red, or a red centre, with black 
edges. The blotches are exceedingly 
paints and terminate in suppuration. 

three humours are all affected, and 
this form of the disease is incurable. 

The above seven are the Mahakushthas. 
The other eleven are the Ksbudra, or 
small ; but some variations of classifi 


roughness of the cuticle resembling that 
of an elephant’s hide. This variety is 


also called Gajacharma, elephant's skin ; 
but some writers, as the compiler of the 
Bhava Prakas, make the iatter a distinct 
species, apparently with reason. 

vitiated hamours are wind aud phlegm. 
This complaint agrees in external char- 
acter with our Ichthyasis Simplex, or fish 
skin, which is uniformly separated, both 
from Lepra and Elephantiasis, and occurs 
no doubt independent of any connexion 
with Leprosy. At the same time, the 
form here specified may still be correctly 
classed, as similarappearances accompany 


The | Leprosy in various states ; and, perhaps, 


as observed by Bateman, influenced the 
Grecian writers to affix to a species of 
Leprosy the name of Elephantiasis. So 
also Good observes: “ The Greeks de- 
nominated the disease Elephas, or Ele- 
phantiasis, because the skin of persons 
affected with it resembles that of the 
elephant, in thickness, ruggedness, insen- 
sibility, and dark hue.” 

Kitibha.—Black blotches or scars, like 
the cicatrices of healed ulcers. The skin 
hard and rough. The same humours de- 
ranged as in the preceding. 

Vaipadikd.—Small tubercles, black or 
red, seated especially in the hands and 
feet, which are much swollen and chapped. 
There is little itching, but much pain. 
This and the variety called Vicherchika, 
are considered by some, as Bhoja, for 
instance, as differing only in their site ; 
but others regard them as distinct. The 
humours affected are the same as in the 
last. 

The enlargement of the lower limbs, as 
one symptom or subvariety of leprosy, 
may be with great propriety admitted in 
the classification of the complaint. It has 
been usually considered as characterizing 
the disease, known by the name Ele- 
phantiasis to the Greeks ; but this latter 
is now regarded as properly distingnish- 
able by the formation of large tubercles, 
apparently agreeing with the next variety 
specified by the Hindus. Under this view 
of the case, Good excludes the swelled 
leg altogether from the symptoms of Ele- 

hantiasis, referring it to a new genus, 


tion occur in different writers, and the 
greater and minor modifications occasion- 
ally change places: as indeed, the dis- 
tinction does not seem to be_indicated by 
any fixed principle, and certainly does not 
depend upon any notion of the greater or 
lesser intensity of the specific varieties. 
Ekakushtham.—In this, perspiration is 


Bucnemia Tropica. There can be no 
hesitation, however, in preferring to his 
arrangement that of Mons. Alibert, who 
calls this hee A of the complaint Lepra 


Tuberculosa os and includes 
the swelling of the lower extremities 


amongst the characteristic symptoms ; in 
fact, the swelling is very different from 


defective, and the disease is seated inthe | that to which the name Buwcnemia, or 
flesh. The skin is in scales, like those of Tropical leg, may with propriety be as- 
a fish. This morbid condition is also| signed; and inits fissures, eruptions, 
compared to the plates of talc, the| ulceration, and ultimate result, 
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displays its propercharacter. The swelled | monrs are said to be affected, the phlegm 
leg on the contrary, is entirely a chronic | and bile. 
complaint, attended with no pain nor ul-| Besides these c varieties, other 
ceration, and interfering in no degree | modifications are described, not forming, 
with the fanctions of life. It is very com- | however, distinct varieties, but influen- 
mon in India, particularly to the eastward, | cing the condition and character of those 
in the provinces abounding with water | already detailed. Such are the distinc- 
and vegetation, and is known by the|tions already adverted to under each 
name Godh, or in Sanscrit Slipada, Kui-| head, or the connexion of one or more 
mashapada, &c. It is attended by the | of the vitiated humours with the peculiar 
same indications which occur in the West | forms of the disease. Under this view it 
Indies, enlargement of the inguinal glands | is also said generally, that when the skin 
and of the scrotum. The Hindu writers |is hard and rough, and the blotches are 
have not thought it necessary to advert to|of a dark hue, the wind is chiefly con- 
this, whilst describing the Vaipadika,| cerned ; when the surface looks as if it 
although they are not unacquainted with | had been boiled, when the discoloration 
the subject of Diagnosis, as we shall pre-| is extensive, when there is a sensation of 
sently see. In this case, however, the | burning heat, and a copious discharge of 
two swellings are so perfectly distinct that |ichor, this is supposed to indicate the 
there is little risk of their being con-| morbid state of the bile ; and when the. 
founded by those who have an opportunity | prevailing colour is white, when the 
of observing them. sense of itching predominates, and the 
Alasake is described as particularized | skin looks moist and unctuous, these in-- 
large tubercles, occurring mostly on | dications are considered to denote the; 
upper parts of the body ; wind and | diseased condition of the phlegmatic hu-, 
phiegm are in this also the humours af- | mour. ’ 
fected. As observed above, this bears} Further distinctions are made from the 
an analogy to lepra tuberculosa, or ele- | supposed seats of the disease, as they are 
phantiasis. denoted by peculiar indications. The 
Dadru—Tubercles, black, like the|dhatus, or essential parts of the body in 
flower of the atasi or linum, described by|the Hindu system, are seven. Rasa, 
Bhagbhatta as spreading like durva (or es racta, blood; mansa, flesh ; me- 
doob) grass, but called elevated and cir- , adeps; asthi, bone ; majja, marrow ; 
cular, in the Bhava Pracas. Much itch-| and sukra, semen ; and leprosy, it is con- 
ing, burning, and pain, and many sores. | sidered, affects at different periods, or in 
The phlegm and bile are chiefly affected. varying stages, these several parts. 
Ohermadaia.—The blotches are red, hen affecting rasa, or lymph, it shows 
with itching and pain. The skin chaps, itself in the discoloration and rigidity of 
and cannot bear to be touched. Humours | the skin, paralysis, horripilation, and ex- 
cessive perspiration. 
When in the blood, it produces itching, | 
fetor, hardness of the skin, swelling of 


as in the last. 
Pama.—The eruptions or 


ples are 
minute, numerous, and ot black 
and purplish hue ; painful, itching, and 
hot, and discharging copiously a thin 
iohor. Humours as in the last. 

Kachchhu is often considered as only a 
sub-species of the preceding. The ap- 
pearances are much the same, but the 

implies or tubercles are larger, and the 

nds and buttocks are particularly af- 
fected. 

Visphota—The skin dry and thin, co- 
vered with black and purple tubercles. 

Satarush.—The blotches are red and 
black, thick at the base, excessively 
paintul and hot: ulceration is extensive. 


Vicharchika.—Small tubercles, or ra-| 


ther pimples, black: skin hot, itching, 

and painful; ragose, al » and dis- 

charging much ichor. is considered 

as essentially the same with Vaipadika, 

affecting more particularly the upper, 

= the latter attacks the lower extre- 
ties. 


In all these last six species the same hu- 


the extremities, pain in the joints, and 
dryness of the mouth. When it attacks 
the flesh, it is attended with pain, the 
sensation of = ema | and swelling, and 
induration. When the adeps is its seat, 
there is stiffness and immoveability of the 
joints, spontaneous separation of the ex- 
tremities, and giving way of the bones. 
When it attacks the bones and marrow, 
in addition to all the preceding symp- 
toms, it occasions redness of the eyes ; 
the cartilages of the nose fall off, the 
voice becomes particularly harsh, or is 
lost, and worms breed in the ulcers. The 
presence of the disease in the seminal 
finid ix only shown by its transmission to 
the offspring of the affected individual. 
The local distyibution of the disease is 
not unknown to modern writers in En- 
rope; and Good has referred 
tiasis to the hwmatica, or disorders seated 
in the blood ; whilst he assigns /epra to 
those seated in the rasa or lymph, or, in 
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his Jangnage, to the eccritica, or disorders 
ot the excernent function.” 


We hastily pass over the prognosis, 
because, in the absence of any rational 
pathology, the Hindu physicians are not 
likely to form a very just one, and if they 
do, it is only when death is remote or in- 
evitable. For instance, what can be 
learned from such sentences as the fol- 
lowing : 

“ Leprosy is considered to be curable 
as long as it is confined to the skin, flesh, 
and blood, and as long as the humour af- 
fected is phlegm or wind. 

When the marrow is its seat, provided 
the three humours be not vitiated, the 
disease admits of relief, if not of cure.” 
—p- 19. 


Thus, if the “disease is seated in the 
skin, flesh, and blooa,” it may be cared, 
but, 

“ When seated in the adeps, (!) in the 
marrow, or in the benes, and when two 
or three humours are vitiated, one of 
them being the bile, it is regarded as in- 
curable.” —p. 19. 

The author is now and then confused 
by his subject, which, indeed, is no won- 
cer. He says, 

“The symptoms of its fatal termina- 
tion are settled indigestion, irregular er 
obstructed secretion, pains in the head, 
redness of the eyes, loss of voice, gene- 
ration of worms, eXtensive ulcera- 
tion, with discharge of blood and feetid 
matter.”—p. 19. 


Now we should like to know what we 
are to understand by “ settled indiges- 
tion,” or irregalar and “ obstructed secre- 
tion.” Then he says, that pains of the head, 
redness of the eyes, and loss of voice, in- 
dicate a fatal result, forgetting that these 
symptoms should inculcate the propriety 
of abstracting blood, as recommended by 
the best of the ancient writers, and often 
practised with success by the moderns*. 


* Calius Aurelianus, though proba- 
bly tor the most part a compiler, being of 
Attica, may be supposed to have seen 


Notwithstanding the confusion which 
nosologists have created, there can be no 
doubt that the elephantiasis and the 
Eastern leprosy are very similar to each 
other, if they be not the same disease ; 
for Galen observes that one often runs 


into the other.* Modern writers, how- tw 
ever, have separatedthem. Dr. Bateman . 
calls the latter a scaly, and the former a of 
tubercular disease, and Good does more, 7 
for he considers one to be of the blood, 9 
and the other of lymph. In this respect the 
he has followed Celsus, who observes of ¢ 
vitiligo, (Lib. V. cap. xxviii.) that “if on 
the skin being pricked blood issues, a re- the 
medy may be found; if a white humour, a 
it admits not of cure.” We think we the 
have seen scales deposited on the skin, by he 
the lymphatic vessels, and in some cases } 
apparently by transpiration alone. We 9 hav 
sometimes find the lymph as Celsus 
describes, exude through the skin, and of | 
become inspissated, but never met witha J dou 
case of the kind that did not yield to the fy U° 
usual internal and topical remedies. min 
que 
t 
‘We now come to the diagnosis. ‘a 
A disease liable to be confounded 
with leprosy, is discriminated by Hindu pare 
writers from that complaint. It is called 3B yix; 
Switra, implying properly whiteness, and Bo}, 
iwtending such a discoloration of the skin. 
It is also termed Ki/asa, or blotch ; De- @ pat, 
runa, or the formidable disease; and qui: 
Varuna, pethaps from Varuna, the deity @ tha: 
of the waters, who is of a white com- B oc, 
cutie 
ed, 
quer 
something of elephantiasis, says, The- man 
mison, ad Dimantem scribens, phleboto- % 
mari jubet, (and he continues) quod est *trik 
wstimabile, atque ut ita dixerim dog- ‘igh! 
maticum,” &c. Lib. TV. cap. i, and @ and 
Celsus, Lib. ILL. cap. xxvi. Tt will al- § whol 
ways be matter of t, that the begin- § heen 
ning of the former au s chapter on this § irreg 
disease is wanting, for, to say the least, § ‘ li 
some of our modern writers have strange- § With 
confounded the elephantiasis of the uefa 
reeks, with the leg of the West § '»ve: 
Indies. on 
* Prorrhetic, Lib. U1. sub finem. count 
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MEDICAL SOCBETY OF CALCUTTA. 


plexion. The however, is not 
confined to whiteness, and the dicolora- 
tion also-of a-coppery or purplish tinge ; 
those modifications being eo ge to de- 

apon the hamours chiefly affected ; 
white indicating a morbid state of phiegm, 
purplish that of the wind, and a coppery 
red that of the bile. The complaint is of 
two kinds ; one originating from morbid 
humours, the other trom external injuries. 
Iris attended with itching, heat, and loss 
of hair, but no discharge nor ulceration. 
The blood, the flesh, and the adeps, are 
the parts to which its seat is conceived to 
be restricted. The treatment is in general 
the same as that of leprosy. When not 
of long standing, nor very extensive, nor 
produced by burns, and when the white- 
ness does not reach the hair of the body, 
the complaint is curable. Itis incurable, 
in prepertion to the absence of these re- 
quisites, and when seated in the palms of 
the hands, in the lips, or in the privities, 
ghengh it be not of any long anterior 

ate. 

Most of the cutaneous complaints which 
have been classedunder the head of Lepra 
by European writers, wonld properly 
perhaps be found to resemble the Switra 
of the Hindus; and there can be little 
doubt that this is the Vitiligo of Celsus, 
the very first sentence of whose descrip- 
tion identifies it with Switra, and discri- 
minates it from Kushtha; “‘ Vitiligo, quo- 
que, guamvis per se nullem iculum ad- 
fert, tamen et feeda est.” Itis also the 
same, no doubt, with the Behek, and pro- 
bably with the Beres of the Arabic writers. 
It agrees with these in the absence ap- 
parently of pimples or tubercles, or even, 
with one exception, of scales; the dis- 
coloration being quite superficial, and in 
like manner unattended by ulceration. The 
nature of this discoloration is rendered 
quite clear by the Hinda writers, who state 
that a similar appearance is sometimes 
occasioned by external injuries. The 
cuticle and the rete mucosum are absorb- 
ed, and the cutis exposed. The conse- 
quences of this on the white races of 
mankind are little obvious ; but in those 
of a black complexion, we know how 
striking it is, and how offensive to the 
sight. In its utmost violence, however, 
and with the changed complexion of the 
whole surface from head to foot, it has 
heen known to produce no change nor 
irregularity in the natural functions, and 
to have continued for a length of time, 
withoutappearing to induce any alteration 
unfavourable to life. The more thorough 
investigation of this complaint, and its 
comparison with leprous affections, are 
the means which will enable us in this 
country to form a correct classification of 


Treatment.—In the treatment of leprosy 
“ the Hindu writers are essentially defi- 
cient;” they multiply ingredients, and dis- 
figure their works with the most prepos- 
terous and ridiculous compounds. They 
administer them, too, without mach dis- 
crimination, and with little regard to the 
dose. The subject is, therefore, of little 


interest, and it will be sufficient to hear 
the author enumerate the articles upon 


which they mostly rely. 


“ The oldest writers,” he tells us, “ as 
Charaka and Susruta, trust chiefly to ve- 
getable substances, of which the nimd, 
patola (trichosanthes dieca,) the myroba- 
lans, and ¢eori, are the principal favour- 
ites with the former: the Ahadira (ca- 
techu*,) aragbadha (cassia fistula,) 
lataka (semacarpus anacardium,) and 
salasara (doubtful,) with the latter. Both 
these writers also recommend the spirita- 
ous mixtnres, and the latter makes great 
use of iron filings, and chalybeate prepa- 
rationst. As we advance, the substances 


* Susruta gives an account of the man- 
nerin which the extract of the kAadira is 
to be collected. A trench is dug round 
the root of a well-grown and healthy 
tree; a hole is then made into the heart 
of the main root of the tree, and an iron 
vessel introduced ; a fire of dry cow-dung 
mixed with clay is then made round the 
trunk, and as the extract thus rendered 
liquid runs down, it is collected in the 
vessel 


t The Ayaskriti of the Sausruta is thus 
described. Take thin plates or leaves of 
iron, smear well with sait,&c. and calcine 
in a fire of dried cow-dang; wash the 
produce repeatedly with a strong decoc- 
tion of the three myrobalans and other 
vegetable substances ; then burn with hot 
coals and catechn extract, reduce to a 
fine powder, and-sift through a cloth. 
This powder is mixed with honey and 
ghee, and may be taken in quantities of 
trom five rettis te four mashas, 
to circumstances. 
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multiply ; and to the are added, 
or at least more extensively united, the 
plants that yield acrid milky juices, as 
the species of asclepias and enphorbiam, 
the wrightea antidy senterica, the anthel- 
mintic plant virenga, the dhatura, the 
serratula anthelmintica, gentiana che- 
rayta, and other vegetables of very va- 
rions properties ; also resinous substances, 
as-bdellium, and the resins of the sal, sisw, 
‘aad deodar ; alkalescent preparations, as 
the lixiviated ashes of the palas and 
other plants. Almost all the mineral sub- 
stances indigenous in India are also put 
in request; and as we have seen, the sul- 
tted ores of arsenic, quicksilver, 
and other metals, treated according to 
the alchemical notions of the Hindus, are 
more abundantly than scientifically em- 
yed. Amidst this confusion, there- 
there is no want of variety; and 
the chaos may admit of being rednced 
to order, by exercising a judicious selec- 
tion in the first place, and subsequently 
bringing each candidate for efficacy to 
the only test on which dependence can 
be placed, that of experience. If any 
one of the substances thus proved, should 
furnish even but a palliative of the dis- 
ease, the result of the inquiry will be its 
own snfficient reward*. 


On a future occasion we shall return to 
this volume of Transactions. It contains 
many valuable papers, to notice which, 
however, we cannot at present find room. 


* The use of arsenic pills in India has 
been made known to European readers 
by Sir W. Jones, through the medium of 
the Asiatic Researches, (vol. ii. p. 149.) 
The following is the formula communi- 
cated to him :—‘ White arsenic, one tola 
(105 grains,) black pepper, six times the 

uantity ; beat well together for several 
ays, make them into a te with water, 
and divide isto pills, as large as tares or 
be pulse. One to be taken morning 


PRINCIPAL AGENT 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Paris, April 13th, 1826. 


Inspiration the principal agent in the 
Venous Circulation. 


Tue circulation of the blood in verte. 
brated animals may be adduced as one 
of those functions on which our informa. 
tion is the most precise. The direction 
which the venous blood takes towardsthe 
heart was noticed by Servetus more than 
fifty years betore Harvey discovered the 
trne mechanism of the circulation, but 
the power by which the circulation is 
positively effected remained to him un- 
known. 

Harvey attributed to the heart the 

wer of propelling the blood throughout 
its whole course, and modern physiologists 
have done little toward the confirmation 
or the refutation of this opinion. Accord- 
ing to Bichat, the absorbent power of the 
capillary venous system is sufficient to 
commence the circulation in the veins, 
and that the actions of the coats of the 
vessels are of themselves sufficient to 
continue it. Others have ascribed the 
venous circulation to a variety of aeces- 
sary powers—as, the motions of the large 
arterial trunks, placed most frequently 
between two veins; the pressure exer- 
cised without and within all organs by 
the skin and muscles; to the viscera be- 
coming relaxed after having been dis- 
tended ; and to the pressure of the mus- 
cles, volantary and involuntary. 
The respiration has been 
observed to influence considera the 
mechanical return of the venous blood to 
the heart; the coincidence of these ac- 
tions was particularly noticed by Haller, 
in the second volume of his invaluable 
* Elementa Physiologie Corporis Hu- 
mani ;” he has of the elevation 
and depression of the brain observed in 
living animals under certain circum- 
stances during respiration, ‘‘ Ergo,” says 
he, “si vivo animali non nimis debilitato 
cranium aperueris, aut trepano aut unco, 
duramque membranam detexeris, et digito 
a cranio depresseris, videbis ad singnlas 
inspirationes subsidere cerebrum aut s0- 
lum, aut cum suis involucris. Vicissim 
in expiratione idem cerebrum surgere, 
cranio se admovere, digitum impositam 
repellere.”"—Tom II. Lib. 4. “* Therefore 
if, in an animal not too much weakened, 


you open the cranium either with a tre- 
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phine or with an uncus (an old instrument 
pow banished from the armentarium chi- 
rorgicam) expose the dara mater, and 
depress it with the finger from the cra- 
nium, you will see that the brain subsides 
at each inspiration either alone or with its 
enveloping membranes. On the other 
band, you will see that in expiration the 
same brain rises, approximates the cra- 
niom, and repels the finger laid upon it.” 
Haller ascribed these phenomena to the 
greater facility with which the blood en- 
tered the lungs during the one state than 
during the other. He repeated the ex- 

iments of Vals»lva and Morgagni, of 

ing bare the tranks of the large veins, 
as the superior and infesior cava, jugular 
and subclavian, and he found that, at the 
moment when the animal made a deep 
inspiration, the blood onward to 
the heart, that the veins became empty, 
pale and flattened ; whilst, during expi- 
ration, the veins became tumid, blue, 
and cylindrical ; and that the more these 
two acts of respiration were noticed, the 
more were these changes in the condition 
of the veins apparent. 


Magendie, in particular, has lately ex- 
amined the same subject, and in his Phy- 
siologie, see the second edition, page 418, 
where he has recorded a variety of inge- 
nious and new experiments, which have 
confirmed the constant existence of this 
phenomenon, but he regards the respira- 
tion only as an accessory to the return of 
the venous blood. In short, although the 
greatest number of Se have 
ascribed the return of the venous blood 
to the power of the vacuum tormed on 
the right side of the part, aided by the 
power of the coats of the blood vessels 
and the pressure of the surrounding 
muscles and organs, it is clear that the 
authorities we have now quoted thought 
otherwise, and satisfied themselves, by 
direct exprriment, that the respiration is 
at least an important assistant in that 


process. 


We have thought right to premise thus 
much, in order to set the value of Dr. 
Barry's recent experiments in their pro- 
per ght, and to give them their proper 
merits. Although, as we have shown, 
the fact of the influence of the respira- 
tion, and of inspiration in particular, has 
been already perceived, no such applica- 
tion has been made of it, as that very 
ingeniously proposed by Dr. Barry, an 
application which appears justified by the 
experiments he has made, namely, that 
the return of venous blood to the heart is 
principally produced by the atmos 


IN THE VENOUS CIRCULATION. 


in the chest, during the act of inspira- 


tion.* 

The memoir, containing an account of’ 
the experiments made by Dr. Barry, was 
first read to the Academy of Sciences in 
the mouth of June of the last year, where 
it excited considerable attention. A com- 
mission, composed of several members of 
the Academy, was appoinied to repeat 
the experiments and deliver a report, 
which was done in the August following, 
and that in a manner very flattering to 
the character of Dr. Barry, who, we 
understand, is an Irishman now residing 
at Paris. The experiments, first read to 
the Academy, were performed by Dr. B. 
before the members of the commission at 
the Faculté de Medecine, at the Jardin 
des Plantes, at the Veterinary School at 
Alfort and Mont-Faxcon, in the presence 
of several persons, who invariably observ- 
ed the same results to attend the experi- 
ments. From these experiments we se- 
lect the following :— 

Experiment \.—The jugular vein of a 
horse was laid bare on the left side, and 
tied alittle below the middle of its course ; 
at the distance of an inch from the liga- 
ture a flexible gum catheter was intro- 
duced, in the direction toward the beart, 
adapted to the extremity of which was 
a spiral glass tube. When the horse was 
thrown down, the respiration was almost 
entirely thoracic, the elevation and de- 
pression of the sides of the chest could 
be distinctly counted, and the respiration 
as distinctly heard. The catheter was 
now introduced into the vein until it met 
with some opposition, and then the vein 
was secured around it. The finger was 
kept upon the end of the spiral tube 
whilst the vein was bound round the 
other extremity, and then plunged into 
a basin containing water, coloured with 
the common bine used by the laundress. 
Immediately on removing the finger, the 
uid ascended in the tube, during in- 
spiration passing very distinctly into the 
vein, and during expiration remained 
either quite stationary or retrograded a 
little toward the cup. Not ove drop of 
blood entered the tube, but sometimes, 
during expiration, some bubbles of air 
arose on the surface of the fluid in the 
cap. The respiration of the animal being 
as distinctly heard as seen, afforded the 
most satisfac evidence of the ascent 
of the fluid in tube only during inspi- 


* See a small brochure lately published 
at Paris, entitled, “ Recheuehen experi- 
mentales sur les causes du mouvement 
du s dans les veines, &c. par Dr. 


pressure upon the vacuum 


David 
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ration. Some bubbles of air were admit- 
ted into the spiral tube by raising it above 
the surface of the fluid in the cup, to 
observe their progress through it at the 
time of inspiration; they traversed the 
tube with great rapidity, and were suc- 
ceeded by the coloured water as before ; 
this was repeated several times. It was 
observed, that when the animal was 
standing up, the atmospheric pressure did 
not appear so forcibly marked as when 
thrown down, because the respiration, in 
the first position, is more —s and 

fore not so easily observed. It was 
remarked further, that when the respira- 
tion became quickened and irregular, or 
when it was disturbed by disease, that 
there was always a regurgitation of the 
blood into the jugular veins, but that this 
regurgitation never happened but during 
expiration. 


Exp. 2.—In this experiment a tube was 
introduced into the thorax of a dog, at 
the side of the posterior extremity of the 
sternum; the tnbe was of metal, and 
about the size of a common pin; to the 
end of this tube was affixed a little sac 
of elastic gum, filled with a mixture of 
adeps and wax, and pierced in the bottom 
with a little hole; through this tube a 
second was introduced, having at its 
extremity a little valvular apparatas to 
prevent the admission of the atmospheric 
air; tothe end of this the glass spiral 
tube was fastened, and the extremity of 
it put into coloured water. The liquid, 
during inspiration, was drawn rapidly 
through the tubes, and remained at rest 
during expiration. The motions of the 

were so regular that the respirations 
could be counted by them. 


Exp.3.—In the third experiment, it 
was attempted to introduce a tube into 
the pericardium of a dog, but in all these 
attempts the heart was wounded. The 
experiment was afterwards made on the 
horse, the anatomical structure of which 
allows of getting at the pericardium more 
easily. After having raised the point of 
the xiphoid cartilage, it is easy to pass a 
tube, furnished with a point like a pen, 
along its upper surface across the upper 
margin of the diaphragm, ard thus enter the 
pericardium at its posterior angle, with- 
out penetrating the peritoneum. A tube 
was introduced, furvished at the exter- 
nal extremity with a little bag, containing 
a similar composition to that used in the 
former case, and through this tube a flex- 
ible catheter, furnished with a stop- cock 
at the end, was gradually glided, so that 
it was not possible for any wir to get into 
the pericardium. As soon as this was 
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done, the cock was turned, and at eaca 
inspiration the fluid was seen to moant 
in the spiral tube as rapidly as in the 
preceding cases. Several other experi- 
ments were made, but as they were at- 
tended with the same results it is not 
necessary to repeat them. 


From these experiments it is fair to 
conclude, that as the blood does not move 
in the veins toward the heart but during 
inspiration, and as it is always moving in 
the arteries, there must be, somewhere, 
an accumulation and some other power 
than that of the heart. That accamula- 
tion of blood takes place in the venous 
trunks, and the force most active in 
returning the blood to 
atmospheric pressure pr jood 
into the ana im’ the large 
venous trunks in the thorax at each in- 
spiration. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, April 29, 1826. 


In the last Lancer we presented onr 
readers with a brief history of the trans- 
actions of the “ Associated Apothecaries 
and Surgeon-Apothecaries” to January 
1813, and we promised to devote a con- 
siderable portion of our pages to the in- 
tended Act for which they subsequently 
endeavoured to obtain the sanction of the 
Legislature. Of this instrument we shall 
here insert an accurate copy; it certain- 
ly is of great length, but as it may with 
propriety be presumed, that it represents 
the opinions of a considerable body of 
Practitioners on the important subject of 
medical reform, and as it is our intention 
to comment on several of its clauses, we 
think it best to insert the whole without 
mutilation. It will appear from the {ol- 
lowing paragraph, that the drawing up 
of the bill was a work of much delibera- 
tion, and that the interest which it ex- 
eited was widely diffused :— 


* (a March 23d, a general was 
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tion from almo:t every county in 


=38>342 


£3F 


ii 
1@ 
- 
i 
| 
| 
HE 
i} 


e large 
each in- 


ted our 
e trans- 
hecaries 
January 
fe a con- 
> the in- 
quently 
in of the 
we shall 
certain- 
jay with 
resents 
body of 
bject of 
ntention 
uses, we 
without 
the {ol- 
wing up 
elibera- 
h it ex- 


of the Bill were discussed 


The provisions 
seriatim, and at great length; for the 


meeting sat for at least twelve hours. 
One of the resolutions passed at this 
meeting is so excellent, and so characte- 
ristic of the philanthropic intentions of the 
Association, that it deserves to be quoted: 


* Resolved, That the monies arising 
from the granting of licences be appro- 
priated to the use of the widows and 
orphans of medical men.’ 


‘ The following Bill was consequently 
introduced to the House by Messrs, Wil- 
berforce, Calcraft, Whitbread, and Rose. 


‘A Bill for regulating the Practice of 
Apothecaries, Surgeon - Apothecaries, 
Practitioners in Midwifery, and 
rs and Dispensers ot Medi- 

cine throughout England and Wales. 


‘ Whereas much mischief and inconve- 
nience have arisen from great numbers 
of persons in many parts of this kingdom 
assuming the character and exercising 
the functions of the apothecary, surgeon- 
apothecaty, and midwife, who are wholly 
ignorant, and utterly incompetent to the 
exertise of the duties of the medical pro- 
fession, whereby the health and lives of 
the community are greatly endangered, 
the general character of the regular prac- 
titioner degraded and brought into disre- 
pute, and his interests materially injured : 

And whereas, in consequence of this 
degrudation and injury to the interests 
of the above described practitioners, few 
apprentices are obtained, and the general 
state of their branches of the profession 
is necessarily becoming worse ; and the 
medical departments attached to His 
Majesty's army, navy, and colonies, and 
the merchants’ service, which have been 
— supplied with practitioners 

ght up ander apothecaries and sur- 
geon-apothecaries, have suffered, and are 
likely still more to suffer from the in- 
creasing difficulty of procuring practi- 
tioners properly educated for such depart- 
ments, whereby it is become necessary, 
for the benefit of the community at large, 
and for the preservation of the character 
and interest of the said branch of the 
Spe that provision should be made 
or remedying the said evils: 

May it therefore please Your Majesty, 
That it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That the President and 
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cians for the time being, the Master and 
the Governors of the Royal 
Coens of Surgeons for the time being, 
the Master and Wardens of 
the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries 
for the time being, and apothe- 
caries or surgeon-apothecaries, or men- 
midwives, who have been in practice as 
such for the space of ears, and 
are actually in practice in nace or 
within miles therefrom, of whom 
the following shall be the first : 


and their successors to be elected as 
hereinafter directed, shall be and the same 
are hereby appointed and constituted a 
committee for the purposes of this 
and for ever to superintend the execu- 
tion of the provisions of this 
to enforce the regulations thereof in re- 
lation to the several persons practising 
the mystery or profession of apothecary, 
surgeon - apothecary, and midwife, and 
compounder and dispenser of medicine 
throughout England and Wales. 
And be it further enacted, That 
of the said persons hereinbe- 
fore constitated members of the said com- 
mittee, and their successors to be elected 
as herein mentioned, shall yearly and 
every year go out in rotation and cease 
to be members of the said committee, so 
that no person (except the said President 
and Censors of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, and the Master and Governors of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, and the 
Master and Wardens of the Society of 
Apothecaries) shall remain a member of 
the said committee for any term exceed- 
ing years ; and other per- 
sons, who shall have practised and ex- 
ercised the mystery or profession of an 
apothecary, or surgeon-apothecary, or 
man-midwite, for the space of 
years, and are then actually in practice 
as such tm London aforesaid, or within 
miles thereof, shall be chosen 
members of the said committee in the 
place of, and shall have the same powers 
and authorities as the persons so 
going out; and as it is intended that 
members shall go out and quit 
the said committee in the first and other 
succeeding years after the establishment 
thereof, the persons hereinbefore 
named as the first members of the said 
committee shall, during the first 
years, at the meeting to be held for the 


Censors of the Royal College of Physi- 


election of the new members yearly, 
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decide by ballot or the drawing of lots 
which of them are to quit their situations 
as members of the said committee. 

And be it further enacted, That the 


election of the said new members 
of the said committee shall annually take 
and be on the day of ata 


meeting to be holden for that purpose, 
whereof days’ notice shall be given 
by the clerk to the said committee in 
or more of the public newspapers 
circulating in London and within 
miles thereof; and such election shall be 
decided, and the names of the new mem- 
bers be declared, before the hour of 
in the evening; and no person shall 
have a right to vote or be allowed to vote 
for the election of any member of the said 
committee, unless such person shall have 
practised the mystery or profession of an 
apothecary or surgeon apothecary, or 
man-midwife, for the space of 
years, and shall be at the time of such 
election actually in practice as such apo- 
thecary or surgeon-apothecary, or man- 
midwife, in London or within miles 
thereof; and it shall and may be lawful 
for the committee for the time being 
assembled at such meeting to decide upon 
the qualification of any person or persons 
ering vote or votes at such 
election, and to allow or disallow the 
same according to the proofs of qualifica- 
tion exhibited or shown to them. 

And be it further enacted, That if any 
of the said persons hereinbefore 
appointed members of the said com- 
mittee, or any of their successors to be 
elected as aforesaid, shall, before the 
expiration of the time appointed for their 
continuing members of the said commit- 
tee, die, or resign, or refuse to act, or 
become incapable of acting as members 
of the said committee, that then and in 
pe such case it shall and may be law- 
ful for the committee for the time being, 
and they are hereby authorized and re- 
quired, within after such death, 
resignation, or refusal or incapacity to 
act, to summon a meeting of the said 
committee, of which meeting and the 

rpose thereof days’ notice shall 

given by the clerk of the said com- 
mittee in or more of the public 
papers circulating in London and within 
miles thereof, and shall proceed 

to the election of some other person or 
rsons properly qnalified to be a mem- 
or members of the said committee 

in the room of the person or persons so 
dying, resigning, or refusing or becoming 
incapable to act; and the person or per- 
sons elected shall have the same powers, 
authorities, and privileges as the person 
or persons in whose room he or they shall 


be elected as a member or members of 
the said committee. 

And be it further enacted, That the 
first meeting of the said committee after 
the passing of this shall be on 
the 


at and the second 
and su nent meetings of the said com. 
mittee shall be holden at such times, and, 
until a proper and convenient hall shall 
have been provided for that purpose, at 
such place as the said ttee or any 
or more of them shail at their 
first and subsequent meeti appoint ; 
and any of the said committee 
present at any such meeting may make, 
execute, and carry into effect any of the 
powers and authorities vested in the said 
committee by this 3 and all 
rules, orders, and regulations which shall 
be made, and all and every act and thing 
done at any such meeting, at which 
of the said committee shall be present, 
shall be as valid and effectual as if all the 
members of the said committee had been 
present at the making or doing of the 


same. 
Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, That the said committee shall 
in each and every year hold quar- 
terly general meetings of the said com- 
mittee, at which said general meetings 
every member of the said committee, 
unless prevented illness or other 
sufficient canse to allowed by the 
members of the said committee assembled 
at such general meetings, shall attend, 
and of which meetings days’ notice 
at the least shall be given by the clerk to 
the said committee in or more of 
the public newspapers, to hear and de- 
termine all appeals made to them by any 
person er persons desirous of qualifying 
himself or themselves, under the regu- 
lations of this to practise as an apo- 
thecary, surgeon apothecary, or midwife, 
or to act as a compounder and dispenser 
of medicines, who shail have been refused 
a certificate or licence by the examiners 
of the said committee or by the committee 
of any district hereinafter established, 
and to allow or disallow such certificate 
or licence or the person appeaing as 
they shall see occasion; and the said 
committee shall, and they are hereby re- 
quired at such general meetings to ex- 
amine the abstracts or accounts of the 
proceedings of the committees of each 
district to be transmitted to them, and 
shall also at such general meetings ex- 
amine into, audit, and settle the accounts 
of their treasurer or treasurers, clerk or 
elerks, and other officers, who are hereby 
required to lay before the said committee 


assembled at such general meetings their 
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books of accounts, and to give a true ard 
faithfal account of ail nionies received or 
expended by them under the authority of 
this or by the orders of the said 
committee. 

And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the said commit- 
tee, or any or more of them, and 
they are hereby authorized at any meet- 
ing to be held by them, to nominate and 
appoint, by writing under the hands of 
any or more of them, a treasurer, 
or treasurers, clerk or clerks, and such 
other officers as the said committee shall 
adjudge to be necessary, taking such se- 
curity for the due execution of their re- 
spective offices as the said committee 
shall judge proper: And in all actions, 
suits, bills, plaints, indictments, prose- 
entions, trials, or proceeding at law, to 
be had, brought, or prosecuted in pur- 
suance of this » it shall and may be 
lawful for the said committee to sue and 
be sued in the name of the said treasurer 
or clerk; and no such action shall abate 
or be discontinued by the death or re- 
moval of such treasurer or clerk, nor by 
the act of the same, without the consent 
of the said committee; but no such 
treasurer or clerk, or either of them, 
shall be subject to any costs and expenses 
on account thereof, but all such costs and 
expenses shall be defrayed out of the 
monies ari-ing by virtue of this 

And be it turther enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the said committee, 
and they are hereby authorised and re- 
quired to examine previously to their 
being bound, and afterwards to bind by 
proper indentures, all apprentices to any) 
apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, or prac- 
litioner in midwifery, in the district of 
London, except such apprentices as are 
bound at the Royal College of Surgeons, 
or at Apothecaries’ Hall, in the city of 
London, and shall examine all persons 
applying for certificates to practise as an 
apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, or mid- 
wife, except as hereinbetore is provided, 
or to act as a compounder and dispenser 
of medicines, and shall grant certificates 
and the annual licences hereinafter 
mentioned to the persons applying fer 
the same. 

And be it further enacted, That it 
shall and may be lawful for the said com- 
mittee to make, ordain, confirm, or annul 
such bye-laws, ordinances, rules, 
constitutions as from time to time) 
shall seem to them requisite and 
convenient for the regulation, govern- 
ment, and advantage of the said com- 
mittee, and for regulating the examination 
of persons applying for certificates to 
practise as apothcaries, surgeon-apothe- | 
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caries, midwives, and assistants, or to 
act as I ders and disp 
medicines, and the examination of all 


journeymen to compound or dispense 


medicines, and the examination and bind- 
ing of all apprentices, except apprentices 
bound as aforesaid, either by the said 
committee, or the committees of the dis- 
tricts hereinafter established; and for 
the granting of all certificates and licences 
by the said committee or committees of 
the districts, and for such other purposes 
relating and tending to the better govern- 
ment, advancement, advantage, and inte- 
rest of the said profession of apothecary, 
surgeon-apothecary, and midwife, and re- 
lating to all compounders and dispensers 
of medicine, and journeymen, as they 
shall deem necessary and expedient ; 
so that such bye-laws, rates, ordi- 
nances, and constitutions be not con- 
trary to law or any thing in this 
contained ; and to impose penalties and 
forfeitures for the breach of such bye- 
laws, ordinances, rules, and constitu- 
tions, that no such penalty shall 
exceed the sum of pounds ; which 
said bye-laws, ordinances, rules, and 
constitutions, being reduced into writing, 
under the hands of any or more 
of the said committee, shall be binding 
upon and observed by all persons using 
the mystery or profession of an apothe- 
cary, surgeon-apothecary, or midwife, 
and assistant, and upon all compounders 
and dispensers of medicines, and journey- 
men, throughout England and Wales, and 
shall be sufficient in any court of law or 
equity to justify such persons as shall act 
under the same. 

And be it farther enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the said committee, 
and they are hereby authorized and em- 
powered to purchase any lands, tene- 
ments, buildings, or hereditaments, for 
the purpose of erecting and making a 
hall, with proper offices for holding the 
meetings and transacting the business of 
the said committee ; and when a sufficient 
fund shall be raised by the said committee 
to enable them to found the same for the 
establishment of a medical school, and 
to appoint proper persons to superintend 
the same, and to teach therein, and to 
give public lectures therein to the medi- 
cal students in London, willing to attend 
such lectures on the different sciences, 
which the said committee shal direct, 
and in which the students are hereafter 
directed to be examined. 

And be it farther enacted, That medi- 
cal districts shall be established through- 
out England and Wales, with proper com- 
mittees to superintend the same, each of 
which committees in every district, except 
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London, which shall be under the autho- 
rity of the superintending committee by 
this established, shall consist and 
be composed of one of his Majesty's jus- 
tices of the peace, acting for one of the 
counties included in such district, one 
ysician resident in the district for which 

is appointed, and apothecaries, 

or suargeon-apothecaries, or man-mid- 
wives, of whom shall be actually 
practising in midwifery, and resident in 
the district tor which they are to act; and 
the persons composing such district com- 
mittees shall be appointed by, and be 
subservient to the superintending com- 
mittee of London hereinbefore appointed, 
and shall in all things relating to this 
be governed by anc observe the 
orders and regulations of the said com- 
mittee ; awd it shall and may be lawful 
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tificates to all persons applying to be ex- 
amined as compounders or dispensers of 
medicines, or as journeymen for com- 
pounding and dispensing medicines, to 
any apothecary, surgeon- apothecary, 
midwife, or compounder or dixpenser of 
medicines, or as female midwives ; pro- 
vided always, that at all examinations of 
the last mentioned persons, of the 
persons present as examiners shall bea 
practitioner in midwifery ; and it shall 
and may be lawful for the said district 
committee, and they are hereby author- 
ized and required to grant the annual 
licences here:mafter mentioned to all apo- 
thecaries, surgeon-apothecaries, mid- 
wives, and compounders and dispensers 
of medicines within their respective dis- 
tricts applying for the same. 

And be it further enacted, That the 
committee of each district respectively 


for the said superintending committee, if 
they shall see occasion, to remove any 
person being a member of any district 
committee, and to appoint another person 
to supply his place; and they the sdid 
committee shall, and they are hereby 
required, as soon as possible after the 
— of this to declare and make 

nown by advertisement in public 
newspapers the extent of each district, 
and what counties are included therein, 
and to appoint the proper persons to act 
as such district committees as aforesaid ; 
and it shal! be lawful for the said super- 
intending committee, if they shall see 
occasion, to alter any district, and to 
increase or diminish the number of per 
sons composing any district committee, 
and to make such rules and orders con- 
cerning the same, as to them shall seem 
necessary and proper. 

And be it further enacted, That 
of the person: practising as apo- 
thecaries, or surgeon-apothecaries, or 
man-midwifes, who shall be appointed 
members of the said district committee, 
shall yearly and every year go out in ro- 
tation, in each and every district com- 
mittee, in like manner as hereinbefore 
directed with regard to the said superin- 
tending committee ; and other persons, 
daly qualified for that purpose, shall be 
appointed members of the said district 
committee in the room of the persons so 
going out, so that no apothecary, or sur- 
geon-apothecary, or man-midwife, shall 
continue a member of any district com- 
mittee for a longer time than years. 

And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the said district 
committees as aforesaid, within their re- 
spective districts, to examine and bind 
all apprentices to any apothecary, sur- 
geon-apothecary, or practitioner in mid- 
wifery, and to examine and to grant cer- 


| shall, within days of the 

day of ,» within days of the 
ay of within days 
of the day of and within 


days of the day of 
each and every year, hold a meeting for 
|the purpose of executing the powers and 
authorities vested in them by this ’ 
of which said meetings notice 
shall be given in or more public 
newspapers usually circulating in each 
district respectively, and shall at any 
such meeting holden by them respectively 
appoint a clerk and treasurer, and shall 
and may make snch orders and regula- 
tions as they shall deem convenient with 
regard to the examinations aforesaid, and 
granting the said certificates and annual 
licences within their respective districts; 
which said orders and regulations shall 
be observed by all persons applying for 
examinations or licences to the said com- 
mittee, under the penalty of pounds, 
provided the same are nut contrary to 
law, or any thing in this contained, 
or to any of the bye-laws, rules, ordi- 
nances, and constitutions of the said su- 
perintending committee ; and ali orders 
and regulations, and all other matters 
and things made or done at any meeting 
of a district committee, ‘may be made or 
done by any of the members of 
the committee, and shall be as valid and 
effectual as if all the persons composing 
such committee had been present at the 

making or doing of the same. 
And be it further enacted, That the 
committee of each district shall, within 
days after every such quarterly 
meeting so to be held as aforesaid, send 
and dispatch an abstract or account of 
their proceedings at such meetings, with 
the names and places of abode of the 
several persons examined by them, and 
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to whom they have ne certificates, 
of all licences granted by them, and of all 


other matters and things done and trans- 
acted at such meetings, to the superin- 
tending committee, which abstract or ac- 
count shail be subscribed by the members 
of the said committee respectively, who 
shall have been present at such meet- 


ings. 

And to prevent any person or persons 
from practising as an apothecary, sur- 
geon-apothecary, or practitioner im mid- 
wifery, without having had suitable edu- 
cation, and being properly qualified by a 
regular course of study to practise as 
such, Be it farther enacted, That from 
and after the day of in 
the year it shall not be 
lawtul for any person or persons (except 
persons already in practice as such) to 
practise as an apothecary, surgeon-apo- 
theeary, or practitioner in midwifery in 
any part of England or Wales, unless he 
or they shall have been examined by, and 
have received a certificate of his or their 
being duly qualified to practise as such 
from the supe:intending committee of 
Loudon, who are hereby authorized and 
required to examine all prisons applying 
to them for that purpose (amongst other 
things) in English on the following sub- 
jects:—anatomy, theory, and practice 
ot medicine. materia medica, chemistry, 
and pharm cy, and, if required, mid- 
wifery, or ach of them as the said com- 
mittee shall think necessary, according 
tothe branch of the profession intended 
to be practised by the person applying 
for examination, and to grant a certificate 
of such examination. 

Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, That any person or persons who 
shall at any time hereafter be admitted 


147 


aforesaid; and no person shall be ad- 
mitted te be examined, unless he shall 
produce to the said committee his inden- 
tures of apprenticeship, or testimonials 
of a regular medical education, or of 
proper attendance in some accredited 
school of medicine in England, Scotland, 
or Ireland, and certificates of his having 
attended two courses at least of the fol. 
lowing lectures: anatomy and dissection, 
chemistry, and theory and practice ot 
medicine and midwifery, and notless than 

attendance to the practice*of a 
London hospital, or attendance to 
the practice of a dispensary or provincial 
hospital. 

And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the day of in the 
year it shall not be lawfal for 
any person or persons (except persons 
then actually in practice as such) to prac- 
| tise as a surgeon in any part of England 
lor Wales, unless such person shail first 
j have obtained a diploma from the Royal 
| Coliege of Surgeons; and if any person 
or persons shall, after the said day 
of (except such as are then actually 
practising surgery,) practise as a surgeon, 
or prescribe, or perform any operation, 
or other thing connected with surgery, 
without having first obtained such diploma 
as aforesaid, the person or persons so 
offending shall for every such offence for- 
teit and pay the sum of pounds. 

And whereas many persons now com- 
pound and dispense physicians’,surgeons’, 
and other prescriptions and medicines, 
who from want of proper education and 
sufficient skill are utterly incompetent 
thereto, toremedy whereof, Be it enacted, 
That from and atter the day of 
it shall not be lawful for any person or 
persons (except such as are then actually 


asamember of the Society of Apothe- 
carivs shall be entitled to practise as an 
apothecary within the jurisdiction of the 
said society, without being subject to such 
txamination by the superintending com- 
mittee, as hereinbefore directed, and in 
the same manner to all intents and pur- 
poses, as if he or they had been exa- 
nined by virtue of this : 

And be it tarther enacted, That every 
person intending to qualify himself under 
the regulations of this to practise 
an apothecary, surgeen-apothecary, 
or practitioner in midwifery, in any part 
ot England or Wales, shall give notice to 
the clerk of the said committee of his in- 
tention so to do, who shall notify the 
same to the said committee ; and the per- 
son so intending to qualify himself shall 
present himself at the meeting held by 
the said committee next succeeding such 


compounders and dispensers of medicine) 
to compound or dispense any physicians’, 
surgeons’, or other prescriptions, or to 
compound or dispense any medicines, 
without having undergone an examination 
by the said superintending committee, or 
if out of the district of London, by the 
committee of the district in which such per- 
son or persons intend tosetile, as to their 
qualification and abilities as such com- 
pounders and dispensers of prescriptions 
and medicines, and shall have ebtaineda 
certificate thereof, the natare of which 
examination and the form of certificate 
to be granted, shall be determined and 
settled by the said superintending com- 
mittee; and if any person or persons 
shall afte the said day of 

(except such as are then actually com- 
pounders and dispensers of medicines) 
compound or dispense any physicians’, 
surgeons’, or other prescriptions, or any 


notice, to undergo such examination as 


L2 
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medicines, without having obtained such 

certificate, the person so offending shall 

for every such offence forfeit the sum of 
pounds. 


And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the day of in the 
year it shall not be lawful for any 

rson or persons (except the persons 


pe 
then actually acting as such) te practise! 


or act as an assistant to any apothecary, 
surgeon-apothecary, or practitioner in 
midwifery, for visiting and prescribing 
for the sick, without undergoing an exa- 
mination before the said superintending 
committee, and obtaining a certificate of 
his qualification to act as such assistant ; 
and that from and after the said 

day of in the year no person 
or persons shall act as a journeyman to 
any apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, or 
man-midwife, or to any compounder and 
dispenser of medicines, without having 
undergone an examination for the same 
before the committee of the district in 
which such apothecary, surgeon apothe- 
cary, or midwife shall be practising, and 
obtaining a certificate of his ability from 
the committee before which he shall be 
examined, the nature of which said ex- 
aminations, and the fees to be paid by 
the said assistants and journeymen for the 
said certificates, shall be settled and de- 
termined by the said superintending com- 
mittee. 


And be it further enacted, That every 
assistant applying for examination as 
aforesaid to the said snperintending com- 
mittee, and every compounder and dis- 
penser of medicines, and journeyman for 
compounding and dispensing medicines, 
applying for examination to the committee 
of any district, shall in like manner as is 
directed with regard to persons applying 
for examination as apothecaries, surgeon- 
apothecaries, and practitioners in mid- 
wifery, give notice to the clerk of the 
said superintending committee, or of the 
committee before which such compounder 
or dispenser of medicines or journeyman 
is to pass his examination, of his inten- 
tion so to do, and shall, at the meeting at 
which such examination takes place, pro- 
duce and show to the committee his in- 
dentures of apprenticeship, or such testi- 
monials of his ability as the committee 
shall require; and the said superintend- 
ing committee, and the committee of 
every district respectively, are hereby 
authorized and required to refuse to ex- 
amine, and reject every person applying 
to qualify as an assistant or compounder 
and dispenser of medicine, or journey- 
man, who shall be unable to produce his 
indentures of apprenticeship, or such 


testimonials as the committee shall re- 
uire. 

» Provided always, and be ii further 
enacted, That it shall and may be lawfal 
for any person or persons practising as 
a full surgeon, apothecary, or surgeon- 
apothecary, in any of the departments of 
His Majesty’s army or navy, in case he 
shall leave the same, to practise as an 
apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, or prac- 
titioner in midwifery, at any time hereaf- 
ter, in any part of England or Wales, 
without undergoing such examination or 
obtaining such certificate as aforesaid; 
Provided always, That no person who 
shall act as an assistant only in any such 
department shall be allowed to practise 
as an apothecary surgeon-apothecary, 
or practitioner of midwifery in any part 
of England or Wales, without having 
passed such examination and having ob- 
tained such certificate as aferesaid, un- 
der pain of incurring the penalties im- 
yosed on persons practising the said 
branches of the professien, without having 
obtained the same. 

And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the day of 
it shall not be lawful for any woman (ex- 
cept such as are then actually practising 
as such) to practise as a midwife for 
gain or profit, without having undergone 
an examination, and having obtained a 
certificate from the committee of the dis- 
trict in which they shall intend to prac- 
tise, of her ability to practise as a mid- 
wife. 

And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of pounds shail be paid for 
every such certificate as aforesaid, oa 
obtaining the same by every person in- 
tending to praetise as an apothecary or 
surgeon-apothecary, and by every practi- 
tioner in midwifery, whether in one or all 
the branches of the said profession ; and 
by every assistant the sum of 
pounds ; the moiety of the last-mentioned 
sum to be paid on examination, and the 
other moiety on such assistant’s entering 
into business, such security to be given 
in the mean time for the payment thereof 
as the said superintending committee 
shall require ; and by every compounder 
and dispenser of medicine the sum ot 

pounds; and by every female 
midwife, if in London, the sum of 
pounds, and if in the other districts the 
sum of pounds ; and the several 
sums of money arising from the granting 
of such certificates shall be applied in 
manner hereinafter directed: Provided 
always, That no journeyman merely com- 
pounding and dispensing medicines shall 
be obliged or required to pay.any further 
or larger sum than the sum of 
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And be it further enacted, That if any 
person (except such as are then actually 
practising as such) shall after the said 

day of act or 
practixe as an apothecary, surgeon-apo- 
thecary, or practitioner in midwifery in 
any part of England or Wales without 
having obtained such certificate as afore- 
said, every person so offending shall for 
every such offence forfeit and pay the 
sum of pounds ; and if any 
person (except such as are then actually 
practising as such) shall after the passing 
of this act as an assistant to any 
apothecary, surgeon apothecary, or prac- 


titioner in midwifery for visiting and) 


prescribing for the sick, or as a journey- 
man for compounding medicines, without 
having obtained such certificate as afore- 
said, every person so offending shall for 
every such offence forfeit and pay the 
sum of pounds: and if any per- 
son shall practise as a female midwife 
for gain or profit, in any part of England 
or Wales, without having obtained such 
certificate as aforesaid, every person so 
offending shall forfeit and pay for every 


such, which sum shall be applied in man- 
ner hereinafter menti le 

And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the day of 
every person practising all or either of 
the branches of the profession of apo- 
thecary, surgeon-apothecary, or prac- 
titioner in midwifery in England and 
Wales, shall yearly and every year be- 
tween the day of 
and the day of take out 
a licence to be granted by the committee 
of the district in which such apothecary, 
surgeon-apothecary, or practitioner in 
midwifery shall practise, for which licence 
the sum of shall be paid to 
the treasurer of the committee granting 
the same; and if any person shall after 
the said day of 
act or practise as an apothecary, surgeon- 
apothecary, or practitioner in midwifery 
in any part of England or Wales, without 
having taken out such annual licence as 
aforesaid, every person so offending shall 
for every such offence forfeit and pay the 
sum of ounds, 

And be it farther enacted, That fram 
and after the passing of this every 
dispensing chemist or druggist, or com- 


sach offence the sum of pound 
And, inasmuch as many dangerous and 
fatal consequences have heretofore arisen 
from the practice of taking as appren- 
tices to the art and mystery of apothe- 
cary, surgeon-apothecary, or practitioner 
in midwitery, boys or persons disqualified 
by want of proper education, to the im- 
minent hazard of the lives of his Majesty’s 
subjects ; Be it farther enacted, That no 
pa or persons whatsoever shall be 
ind as an apprentice by the said super- 
intending committee to London, or by 
the committee of any district, to any apo- 
thecary, surgeon-apothecary, or practi- 
tioner in midwifery, before such person 
or persons shall have fully completed his 
or their year, and shall before 
his being bound as such apprentice, have 
undergone an examination by the com- 


mittee of the district in which such per- | o 


son is to serve as apprentice, in such 
manner as the said committee shall think 
fit and necessary ; and no apprentice 
shall present himself for examination or 
apply to qualify himself to practise as an 
apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, or prac- 
titioner in midwifery, until he shall have 
served as an apprentice for the full term 
of years. 

And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of pounds shall be paid by 
every apprentice on his being bound to 
any apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, oF 
practitioner in midwifery, to the trea- 
swer of the committee binding him as 


pounder of physicians’, surgeons’, and 
other prescriptions, or of any medicines, 
in England and Wales, shall yearly and 
every year between the day of 
and the day of 

take out a licence ta be 

granted by the committee of the district 
in which such dispensing chemist or drug- 
gist or compounder of medicines shall be 
settled, for which said licence the sum 
of shall be paid to the treasurer 
of the committee granting the same; and 
if any person shall after the passing of 
this compound or dispense any 
physicians’, surgeons’, or other prescrip- 
tions, or any medicines, in any part of 
England or Wales, without having ob- 
tained such annual license as aforesaid, 
every person so offending shall for every 
such offence forfeit and pay the sum 


f 

And be it farther enacted, That every 
person practising as a female midwife for 
gain or profit in any part of England or 
Wales, shall, from and after the 


and in every year be- 


day of 
day of 


tween the 
and the day of take 
out a licence, to be granted by the com- 
mittee of the district in which such person 
shall practise, and for which said licence 
the sum of if in London, and 
the sum of if in any other part 
of England and Wales, shall be paid to 
the treasurer of the committee granting 
the same ; and if any person shall after 
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the said day of geon apothecary, or practitioner in mid- 
practi-e aa a female Sileife in any part! wifery, or as compounder or dispenser of 
ot England or Wales for gain or profit, medicines, or to be bound as an appren- 
without having obtained such annual) tice, and it shall appear to the committee 
licence, every person so offending shall | so applied to that the person apptying is 
for every such offence forfeit and pay thea person not duly qualified under the 
sum of regulations of this to practise as 
Provided always, and be it further!) such apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, or 
enacted, That no person practising as an’ practitioner in midwifery, or compounder 
apothecary or surgeon-apothecary in ans jana dispenser of medicines, or is a person 
department of His Majesty's army or | of infamons or immoral character, it shall 
navy, shall be obliged to take out such | and may be lawful for the committee ap- 
annual licence as aforesaid ; but if any | plied to, on proof thereof, to refuse such 
perron so practising in such department | annual licence to the person so applying, 
shall quit the same, and shail settle as/or to retuse to bind such apprentice. 
a private practitioner in any part of| Provided always, and be it further 
England or Wales, such person shall then | enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
be liable to take ont such annual licence, | for every person desirous of qualifying 
and shall be liable to the penalties herein |himself to practise as an apothecary, 
imposed in case he shall practise without |surgeon-apothecary, or practitioner in- 
having obtained the same. midwitery, or as an assistant, who shail 
Provided always, and be it further | consider himself aggrieved by the mem- 
enacted, That if the members of the | bers of the said superintending committee 
said superintending committee examin-|who shall examine him and shall refuse 
ing any person applying to qualify him-|to grant him such certificate as aforesaid, 
self to practise as an apothecary, surgeon- or any such annaal licence as aforesaid, 
apothecary, or practitioner in midwifery, | and for every person desirous of qualify- 
or as an assistant, or to be bound as an|ing himself as a compounder and dispen- 
apprentice, or if the committee of any | ser of medicines who shall consider him- 
district examining any person applying | self aggrieved by the committee of any 
to quality himself or herself as a com- | district who shall examine him and re- 
pounder and dispenser of medicines, or|fuse to grant him such certificate as 
as a journeyman, or as a female midwife, aforesaid, or any such annual licence, 
shall see cause to refuse such certificate | and for every journeyman who shall be 
as aforesaid to the said persons so apply- | refused such certificate as aforesaid, and 
ing to qualify himself or herself as an/for every person desirons to be bound as 
apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, or prac-|an apprentice who shall be rejected by 
titioner in midwifery, or assistant, or as| any committee, to appeal to the general 
a compounder cr dispenser of medicines, | meeting of the said superintending com- 
ora female midwite, or to refuse to bind | mittee to be holden next after such se- 
such persons so applying as an appren-|cond examination as aforesaid, or next 
tice, yet it shall and may be lawful for after he shall be refused such annual 
such person or persons who shall be so! licence or binding; and the said super- 
refused, to apply at any future time, so|intending committee are hereby em- 
that such second application by any per-| powered and required at snch general 
son applying to qualify himself as an/ meeting to hear and determine such ap- 
apothecary, surgeon: apothecary, or prac- | peal, and shall re-examine the person so 
titioner in midwifery, or as an assistant, | appealing, and shall reverse or affirm the 
be not within months, and if by judgment of the persons refusing the 
a compounder or dispenser of medicines, appellant such certificate or annual li- 
or female midwife, journeyman, or ap- cence; and if the said committee, or the 
prentice, not within months of major part of them present at such 
such first examination, to be again ex-| general assembly, shall see cause to re- 
amined ; and if on such re-examination verse the former jodgment, and to grant 
he or she shall appear to the person ex- the person appealing such certificate or 
amining to be then properly qualified, unnual licence, or to bind such person as 
it shail and may be lawtul tor the said an apprertice, then it shall and may be 
committees respectively to grant such lawfal for the said committee, or the 
persons so applying such certficate as major part of them, to grant the said 
aforesaid, or to tind the person so apply- | certificate or licence to, or to bind as an 
ing as an apprentice. 


apprentice the person so appealing ; and 

Provided also, and be it further enact-| the certificate or livence so granted, and 
ed, That if any person shall apply to the | the apprenticeship of the person so bound, 
committee of any district for an annual shall be good and valid aud effectual in 
licence to practise as an apothecary, sur- taw to allintents and purposes as if the 
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cation. 

And be it further enacted, That every 
certificated and licensed apothecary, 
surgeon-apothecary, or practitioner in 
midwifery, after the passing of this 
entering into partnership or connexion 
with any dispensing chemist or druggist, 
or compounder of diugs or medicines, 
or vender of patent medicines (except 
such as shall be in partnership before the 

ssing of this ) in any part of Eng- 

nd or Wales, shall forfeit and pay the 
sam of and shall 
forfeit the licence taken out by him to 
enable him to practise as such apothecary, 
surgeon-apothecary, or practitioner in 
midwifery. 

And be it further enacted, That every 
certificated and licensed apothecary, 
surgeon-apot’.ecary, practitioner in mid. 
wifery, or assistant, hiring himself or 
entering into the service of any com- 
pounder or dispenser of diugs or medi 
cines, not qualified to practise as an apo- 
thecary, surgeon-apothecary, or prac 
titioner in midwifery, shall, whilst in such 
service, be disabled to practise or pre- 
scribe as an apothecary, surgeon-apothe- 
cary, practitioner in midwitery, or as- 
sistant; and if any such person shall 
whilst in such service practise any of the 
said branches of the profession, or pre- 
scribe as such, every person so offending 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
for every offence. 

And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the passing of this it 
shall and may be lawful tor every apo- 
thecary, surgeon-apothecary, and mid- 
wife, to make, claim, demand, and have 
reasonable charges for their attendances, 
visits, and journeys, given, undertaken, 
and made by them, to any person em- 
ploying them in the duties of their pro- 
fession, and for inoculations, operations 
in midwifery, and all other operations 
done or performed by them ; and every 

ecary, surgeon-apothecary, and 
midwife, shall have power to sue for 
and recover his or her reasonable charges 
as aforesaid, in any court of law in Eng- 
land or Wales, insach and the same man- 
ner as they can now sue for and recover 
their charges and demands for medicine. 


Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That no apothecary, surgeon- 
apothecary, or midwife, shail be al owed 
to recover any charges claimed by him or 
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in respect to which the charge shall have 
been 


made. 

And be it further enacted, That the 
respective committee of every district 
throughout Engiand and Wales, shall, 
within days after every quarterly 
meeting hereinbefore directed to be held 
by the said committees, make out a list to 
be signed by the persons composing such 
committees respectively, who shall have 
been present at such meetings, which list 
shall contain the christian and surnamesand 
places of abode of every person practising 
as an apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, 
practitioner in midwifery, or compounder 
or dispenser of medicines within each 
respective district, being duly licensed 
under the regulations of this so to 
do, and the separate capacity im which 
all such persons shall practise or act 
whether as an apothecary, surgeon-apo- 
thecary, practitioner in midwitery, or 
compounder and dispenser of medicines, 
and a like list of all assistants, journey- 
men, and apprentices, and of ail female 
midwives duly licensed and bound by sach 
committees respectively; and the said 
committees are hereby respectively re- 
quired and enjoined to send and transmit 
such list within such time as aforesaid, to 
the clerk of the superintending committee 
in London, who shall deposit and keep 
the same with the books and other papers 
of the said committee, and all such lists 
may be inspected by any person or per- 
sons whatsoever, on paying to the said 
clerk the sum of for every such 
inspection. 

And be it farther enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawtul for the said superin- 
tending committee, and they are hereby 
authorized and required yearly and every 
year between the day of 
and the day of 
to direct and canse to be made out annual 
lists of all persons practising or acting as 
an apothecary, surgeon-apothecary, or 
midwife, or compounder or dispenser of 
medicines in England or Wales, who 
have been duly licensed to practise as 
such under the regulations of this 
and such lists shall contain the christian 
and surname cf every person so practising, 
with his place of abode, the capacity in 
which such person is practising or acting, 
whether as an apothecary, surgeon-apo- 
thecary, practitioner in midwitery, or 
compounder or dispenser of medicines, 
and shall also contain the christian and 


| surname and places of abode of all females 


her in any court of law, uniess such apo- | practising as female midwives in any 
theeary, surgeon-apothecary, or midwite,| part of England and Wales, being duly 
shall prove on the trial his or her being a| licensed as aforesaid ; and shall cause a 
_— duly licensed under the regulations list of the said several persons in each 
of this 


to practise im the capacity | district to be annually published in each 
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district in or more of such news- 
ree as usually circulate in the district 

which such list is hereby directed to 
be published. 


And be it further enacted, That all 
every sum or sums of money which 
shall be received or arise from the grant- 
ing of the certificates of examination 
hereinbefore required in the district of 
London shall belong and be appropriated 
to the said superintending committee of 
London ; and all sums received or arising 
from the granting of such certificates in 
any other part of England or Wales, shall 
belong and be appropriated to the com- 
mittee of the district granting the same, 
to be disposed of in such manner as the 
respective committees of each district 
shali direct for the advancement of the 


purposes of this 


And be it further enacted, That al) 
sum and sums of money arising from 
convictions and recovery of penalties for 
offences committed against the authori- 
ties and regulations of this shall be 
apptied and disposed of in manner fol- 
lowing, viz. one half of the penalty re- 
covered on every conviction shall go to 
and be used by the informer suing for the 
same, one quarter thereof to the com- 
mittee of the district in which the offence 


shall be committed, and the remaining 
fourth part shall be set apart and appro- 

riated as a fund for the prosecution of 
Saenum, to be under the management 
of the said superintending committee. 


And be it further enacted, That 

of the sum of hereinbefore 
required to be paid by every apprentice 
on his being bound shall be appropriated 
to the use of the committee of the district 
in which such apprentice shall be bound, 
and the remaining of the said 
sam of shall be paid to 
the treasurer or treasurers of the said 
superintending committee, and shall be 
him or them paid into the Bank of 
ngland in his or their names, as trea- 
surer or treasurers to the said committee, 
and shali be applied to establish the Me- 
dical School hereinbefore mentioned, and 
for the improvement of medical science, 
and in the payment of salaries to such 
public teachers, officers, and persons as 
may be appointed by the said committee 
for managing and superintending the 
same, andin providing a permanent fund 
for the payment of such salaries, and 
such other incidental expenses as may 

be necessary for those purposes. 


And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of shall be paid 


to the clerk of every committee respec- 
tively for the granting of each of the said 
annual licences to any apothecary, sar- 
geon-apothecary, practitioner in mid- 
wifery, or pounder and disp of 
medicines, the same to be paid on the 
delivery of the said licence. 


And be it further enacted, That all fees 
payable by female midwives on their ex- 
amination and the obtaiving of their cer- 
tificates shall be fixed, ascertained, and 
settled by the superintending committee, 
and shall, when so ascertained and set- 
tled, be taken, demanded, and received 
by the clerk to the committee making the 
examination and granting the certificates, 
to be applied and appropriated to the use 
of such committee for the advancement 
of the purposes of this 


And be it further enacted, That all 
penalties and forfeitures by virtne of 
this imposed (the of levy- 
ing and recovering whereof is not other- 
wise hereby particularly directed,) shall, 
if such penalty and forfeiture shall ex- 
ceed the sum of be recovered 
by action or suit at law in any of his Ma- 
jesty’s courts of record in England or 
Wales, wherein no essoign or wager, or 
more than one imparlance shall be allow- 
ed; and if such penalty or forfeiture shall 
be less than the sum of then the 
same shall be levied and recovered by 
distress and sale of the goods and chat- 
tels of the offender by warrant, under 
the hand and seal of any justice of the 
peace acting for any county within the 
district where the offence shall be com- 
mitted (which warrant such justice is 
hereby empowered and required to grant 
upon the confession of the party, or upon 
the evidence of any creditable witness 
upon oath, and which oath such justice is 
hereby empowered to administer,) and 
the overplus (if any) of the money arising 
by such distress and sale, shall be return- 
ed upon demand to the owner of such 
goods and chattels, after deducting the 
costs and charges of making, keeping, 
and selling the distress; and in case 
sufficient distress shall not be found, or 
such forfeitures and penalties shall not 
be paid forthwith, it shall be lawful for 
such justice, and he is hereby authorized 
and required, by warrant under his hand 
and seal, to cause the offender to be com- 
mitted to the common gaol for the county 
in which he shall act within the district 
where the offence shall be committed, 
there to remain, without bail or mainprize, 
for any time not exceeding calendar 
months, unless such penalties and for- 
feitares, and costs, shall be sooner fully 


paid and satisfied. 
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And be it farther enacted, That where 
any distress shall be made for any sum of 
money to be levied by virtue of this 
the distress itself shall not be deemed un- 
lawful, nor the party or parties making 
the same be deemed a trespasser or 
trespassers, on account of any defect or 
want of form in the notice or information, 
summons, conviction, warrant or distress, 
or other proceeding relating thereto; nor 
shall the party or parties distraining be 
deemed a tresp or tresp s ab 
initio, on account of any irregularity which 
shall be afterwards done by the party or 
parties so distraining ; but the person or 
persons aggrieved by such irregularity 
may recover full satisfaction for the spe- 
cial damage in an action upon the case. 


Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, That nothing in this 
contained shall extend or be construed to 
extend to lessen, prejudice, or defeat, or 
in any wise to interfere with any of the 
rights, authorities, privileges, and immu- 
nities heretofore vested in and exercised 
and enjoyed by the Royal College of 
Physicians, the Royal College of Surgeons, 
or the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries 
respectively ; but that the said Royal 
Colleges, and the said Society shall have, 
use, exercise, and enjoy all such rights, 
authorities, privileges, and immunities in 
as full, ample, and beneficial a manner, 
to all intents and purposes, as they might 
have done before the passing of this 
and in case the same had never been 
passed 


And be it further enacted, That this 
shall be deemed and taken to be a 
public » and shall be judicially 
taken notice of as such by all judges, 
justices, and others.’ ”’ 


Such is the instrument which the Asso- 
ciated Apothecaries so perseveringly la- 
boured to make part and parcel of the 
law of the land. This intended Act was 
rejected by the House of Commons, but 


was subsequently introduced with what 
were called several amendments, the pith 
of which we will give in our next, and 
bring the subject, if possible, to a close. 


On Thursday last, at a General Meeting 
of the Governors of the Lonpon Orn- 
THALMIC INFIRMARY, a Nostrum Vender 
stated that the Committee had delegated 
to Dr. Farre the privilege of electing 
either another Surgeon or Physician to 
that Institution. The Surgeons were 
much surprized at this announcement, and 
Nr. Lawrence sarcastically observed 
that “to elect a Puysictan would be 
electing one person to assist another in doing 
nothing.”” We should like to know who 
the boobies are that gave this power to 
Dr. Farre ; are these worthies aware of 
the important services which the Doctor 
has of late rendered the Institution? Is 
1823 he prescribed a little rhubarb for a 
patient, but since that time we believe 
the patients have not been benefited from 
a similar exercise of his skill. Dr. Farre’s 
appointment as Physician to this Infir- 
mary has, however, furnished the Sur- 
gical Profession with an important fact, 
which clearly proves,—(and there are 
thousands of others of a similar descrip- 
tion,)—that the patients of an Infirmary 
can be judiciously prescribed for without 
the assistance of a Physician. If the 
parties in question have conferred on Dr- 
Farre such a right as the one just stated, 
we have only to say that 


“ Charity is outrage, and life a shame.” 


We have received several communica- 
tions respecting the letter of “* A Con- 
stant Reader,” which appeared in our last 
Journal, and upon which we promised tu 
offer afew remarks. No one will pretend 
that Mr. Lawrence could have designed, 
as he himself says, to elevate the London 
schools at the expense of their northern 
rivals, nor can he be supposed tu have 
made a statement, uniess it were founded 
on the best authority he could procure. 
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Now a general opinion that subjects are 
searce at Edinburgh, bas prevailed in 
London, and this on ne vague hearsay, 
but on the testimony of one, at least, of 
the northern professors, we mean Mr. 
Lizars, whose complaints have been heard 
in many a preface of the “ letter-press 
descriptions” which accompany his Ana- 
tomical Evgravings, the completion of 
which has been so much retarded by the 
evil complained of. Thus in the last 
number of these descriptions, which 
issued from the press about a month 
ago, he says, 


“ The Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh have passed a law, enacting 
that three months’ dissection shall in fu- 
ture be held necessary for qualifying 
candidates for diplomas ; and the Senatus 
Academicus of our far-famed University 
have even yet only recommended a three- 
months’ course of dissections for gradua- 
tion. Since the publication of the sixth 

rt, too, the author has presented a 

emorial to the Town Council of Edin- 
burgh, setting forth the evils which are 
daily occurring, both to the medical 
school and the public from the want of 
subjects; but his memorial, he regrets to 
say, has produced no favourable result, 
for, as the late celebrated Dr. Pitcairn 
said, when he was using every exertion 
to establish an anatomical school here in 
1694, ‘* There is great opposition by the 
chiet surgeons, who neither eat hay them- 
selves, nor suffer the oxen to eat it*.” 
Subjects have now risen (1826) to the enor- 
mous sum of twenty-guineas, a sum suf- 
ficient to enable a student to go to Paris, 
study his protession, and return home; 
and have, moreover, become so scarce, that 
one lecturer on anatomy, who has been 
teaching for these four years past, has 
been obliged to resign ; and that able and 
scientific lecturer, Dr. Barclay, who has 
now, from the natural course of years, 
resigned his duties as teacher, has, within 
these some years back, been repeatedly 
heard to say, that he saw no alternative, 
except giving - teaching human, and 
confining himself to comparative ana- 
tomy.” 

Here Mr. Lizars tells his own tale, and 


certainly it differs widely from that of our 


* Bower's Hist. of the University of 
Edinburgh, Vol. IL. page 149. 
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“ Constant Reader's” friend, the pupil; 
but whether any discrepancy exists with 
regard to the other schools noticed in our 
Correspondent’s letter, we do not pre- 
tend to determine. It is at least proved, 
that if Mr. Lawrence was mistaken in 
supposing a scarcity of subjects existed 
at Edinburgi, that the error did not ori- 
ginate with him, and that he may fairly 
be excused for not knowing what our 
northern neighbours cannot agree upon 
themselves, viz. whether subjects are 
scarce and fetch twenty pounds each, or 
whether they abound so much that they 
are only worth seven. 

The Letter which relates to the “ Glas- 
gow resurrection Men,” shall appear in 
our next. 


We beg to inform Mr. Josepu Henry 
Green, that Mr. Cuine has not yet scat 
us any letter, stating from whom he re- 
received the thousand pounds for a moiety 
of the St. Thomas’s Museum. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Monpay, Apnit 24, 1826. 


Another Successful Case of Transfusion. 


Mr. Doubleday informed the Society, 
that he had this morning assisted his 
triend Mr. Waller in performing the ope- 
ration of transfusion. The circumstances 
of the case were shortly these. 

The female had been confined to her 
bed for three weeks, and was so reduced, 
partly in consequence of severe nausea 
and vomiting, that she was unable to turn 
herself in bed without assistance. She 
was taken in labour at three o'clock, a.m., 
and was seen by Mr. Waller at a quarter 
Lefore ten, a.m.; at which time she had 
been labouring under severe haemorrhage 
for about five hours, and which had lat- 
terly much increased. The pulse at the 
wrist was at this period hardly perceptible, 
and she was altogether in an extremely 
debilitated state. Upon examination the 
shoulder was found presenting. Every 
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thing being favourable io immediate de- 
livery, Mr. Waller brought down the feet 
and finished the delivery in the accus 

tomed manner. The symptoms of col- 
lapse, however, instead of mending, 
became progressively worse,—so bad in- 
deed were they, that her recovery was 
very doubtful under any circumstances. 
Still, however, as transfusion appeared to 
be the only remedy likely to be of service, 
Mr. Waller resolved upon performing it. 
Bat hefore this could be done, a great 
deal of valuable time was lost (we believe 
near an hour) in procuring the necessary 
supply of blood. About nine ounces of 
blood were injected, and we are happy to 
say acomplete rally followed ; indeed so 
much had she recovered that her medical 
attendants were enabled to leave her at 
the expiration of an hour in comparative 
safety. But from her previous debilitated 
state, he (Mr. D.) considered her ultimate 
recovery as very doubtful. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—I have been several months ex- 
ane to see the result of a case of 
racture of the upper arm, which you 
noticed in No. 2, Vol. VIII. of your very 
useful Journal; but as ithas not been 
mentioned I aminduced to believe, that the 
state of the poor man’s arm, at the time 
he left the Hospital, must, in some way or 
other, have escaped your observation. 

I watched this case daring the man’s 
stay in the Hospital with a great deal of 
interest, and was much surprised at the 
mode of treatment pursued with a view 
to produce union of the bone, 

For the benefit of those who may have 
commenced purchasing THE LANCET since 
the case to which I allude was published, 
I will repeat the principal points in its 
history. 

The patient, a man 58 years of age, 
was admitted into St. Thomas's Hospital, 
under Mr. Tyrrell, on the 7th of January, 
1825, with a recent fracture of the hu- 
merus, about the insertion of the deltoid 
muscle. The usual splints were em, 
ployed; but as the bone did not unite 
other means were resorted to, such as Mr. 
Tyrrell himseif was able to invent, but 
without success. 

On the 1st of July, nearly six months 
after the accident, Mr. Tyrrell passed a 
seton of silk throngh the arm between 
the ends of the bone. This was kept in 
fur one month and produced considerable 
inflammation aud swelling, ard consequent 
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hardness round the fracture, accompanied 
with a considerable quantity of purulent 
discharge. The seton being removed, the 
common splints were re-applied, and 
were again worn for a considerable period. 
Four months after the introduction of the 
seton, making nearly ten trom the time of 
the accident, I saw the patient for the 
lest time, and ascertained, what was 
easily seen without any manual examina- 
tion, that no anion had taken place. The 
man was now discharged from the Hos- 
pital with a loose artificial joint. 

Now, Mr. Editor, had this man justice 
done by him? Is the use of this poor 
man’s arm of no importance to him? 
Why was a seton introduced at all? Is 
not the conduct of that surgeon who pre- 
sumes to saw off the fractured ends of the 
bone, in a case of n-n-union, or introduce 
a seton between them, when the fracture 
is in the arm, leg, or thigh, before he has 
tried the method of cure recommended 
by Mr. Amesbury, highly reprehensible? 

Mr. Amesbury has published in a con- 
temporary Journal! (Medical Repository, 
No. 130, Vol. 22.) seven cases of non- 
union, the authenticity of which cannot 
be doubted ; in all of which, bony union 
was easily produced simply by the action 
of the splints which he has found so emi- 
nently successful in the treatment of 
recent simple fractures. In several of 
these cases the fracture had existed a 
much longer period than in Mr. Tyrrell’s 
case. In one of those which occurred in 
the leg, the fracture had existed nearly 
seven months. This united, without con- 
fining the patient,in forty days. In ano- 
ther the fracture had existed nearly nine 
months, This united, without difficulty 
and without confinement, in 33days. Of 
those which occurred in the humerus, one 
had resisted the usual means nearly ten 
months. In this union was effected in six 
weeks, Another had existed nearly 
eleven months. In this the bone was 
found consolidated in about ten weeks, 
but it cannot be determined how long the 
bone was uniting in this case, as the gen- 
tleman was detained in the country mach 
longer than was expected. 

Are not these cases, Mr. Editor, suffi- 
cient precedents to act upon, especially 
when the author of the paper states that 
he never has failed to produce union with 
facility, wuen the method of treatment he 
has recommended was pursued? Do they 
not of themselves go very tar towards 
establishing the practice which Mr. 
Amesbury has recommended? And if L 
am right in my opinion, is not the surgeon 
who has the hardihovod to keep a patient 
suffering for ten months without trying 
this plan of treatment highly deserving of 
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blic censure? How comes it, Mr. 

itor, that you have overlooked so fla- 
grant an abuse—you who are constantly 
endeavouring to discover abuses that you 
may correct them, and who have always 
shown yourself to be the patient’s friend ? 
It has always appeared to me, that, as 
soon as any improvement is made in the 
profession, it is the duty of its members 
to adopt it for the benefit of their pa- 
tients. If surgeons will not have re- 
course to the best modes of treatment, 
what is the use of attempting to im- 
prove the profession ? Those whose 
consciences are so seared that they are no 
longer sensible to the cries of their suffer- 
ing fellow-creatures, or who from some 
petty feeling cannot be brought to adupt 
any improvement emanating from a 
contemporary practitioner, are unworthy 
of a liberal profession. But I refrain from 
saying any thing further upon such con- 
duct, feeling satisfied that you will treat 
it as it merits. 

I hope, Mr. Editor, that you will find 
acorner in your widely-circulated Jour- 
nal, for the insertion of this communica- 
tion, in order to show the profession and 


the public, that improvements in the medi- | 


cal profession shall not be made in vain. 
I am, Sir, 
Your constant reader and well-wisher, 
An BorouGu Srupent. 
April 2, 1826. 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


Compound Fracture of the Leg. 

John Wetherell, extat. 40, a stout man, 
but of lax fibre and sallow com lexion, 
was admitted into Guy’s Hospital on the 
23d of March, under the care of Mr. 
Morgan, on account of compound fracture 
of the left leg. 

The seat of the fracture was about two 


thirds down the leg ; on the inside of the | 


leg at this point, was a small oblique 
wound, through which the upper fractured 
portion of the tibia protruded. The fibula 
was also broken. 

The accident occurred only a short time 
before admission, under the following cir- 
cumstances: a fellow labourer was in the 
act of placing a box of lemons (weighing 
three ewt.) on the back of the patient, 
when the foot of the former slipped. The 


load not being properly adjusted caused 
the patient to stagger, and eventually 
fall, the box falling upon his leg. 

The portion of bone that protruded was 
small, and was not firmly girt by the sur- 
rounding integuments. By means of mo- 
derate extension it was reduced, and the 
ends of the bone readily brought into 
apposition. The wound was dressed in 
the usual manner, by first applying a piece 
of lint, and over that strips of adhesive 
plaster. The limb was placed on its outer 
side, and cold lotions applied. 

Here was a case of compound fracture, 
by no means of a severe nature, and one 
in which a favourable issue might be an- 
ticipated, if we looked merely to the 
extent of injury done. But the constita- 
tion of the patient was defective, the 
sallow complexion and lax fibre bespoke 
something wrong ; on inquiry we found 
that he had been a man of very intem- 
perate habits. Of late, (being in less 
affluent circumstances,) he has been more 
temperate, but still in the habit of drink- 
ing large quantities of porter daily. 

On the sixth day after the accident 
this case began to assume a serious 
aspect; the pulse was very quick, there 
were great restlessness and agitation; 
the countenance expressive of anxiety. 
The limb was much swollen, and the in- 
teguments were of a dark redcolour ; at 
different parts of the inside of the leg 
were vesicles. The symptoms of irrita- 
tion manifested themselves on the third 
day after the accident. Previous to this 
report, matter had formed at some dis- 
tance above the point of fracture, which 
was evacuated ; all the bandages were 
removed from the limb and a poultice was 
applied; the limb being placed on the 
heel in a fracture box. He now takes a 
mixture of ammonia with 20 drops of 
landanum, every four hours, and two 
grains of opium at bed-time. He has been 
allowed three pints of porter daily from 
the time of his admission. 

April 1. This is the ninth day from the 
receipt of the injury. The irritation and 
restlessness have greatly increased ; he 
is in the highest possible state of nervous 
excitement, and this not proceeding se- 
condarily from vascular action, but from 
the injury as it were falling directly on 
j the nervous system. Hence there is in- 
| voluntary and spasmodic contraction of 
| Various muscles, great agitation and de- 

lirium. The pulse is quickened, but it is 
feeble ; the tongue is moist. There are 
several sloughs on the inside of the leg, 
at those parts in which the vesicles made 
their appearance. Poultices are applied 
'tothe limb. The following mixture was 


prescribed to be taken every four hours : 
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Subcarbonate of ammonia, 8 grains, 
Laudanum, 20 drops, 
Musk mixture, (P.L.) Uj ounce. 
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constitutional powers, which were already 
so much enfeebled, that the patient would 
eventually sink. He observed also that 
amputation would doubtless prove asevere 


2. Symptoms not abated; he became) shock, under present circustances, but as 


so restiess last evening that he got out of | ; 


t was a choice of two evils, with the cer- 


bed. A large dose of opium was given at} )inty of deat! 
. . ne y of death on the one hand anda 
night, which had the effect of quieting probability of success on the other, there 


him tor some time. 
rapid, the tongue moist. 
dered to continue the mixture prescribed 


The oy is YeFY | could be no doubt which should be chosen. 
was OF The sloughs are separating, and matter 
is pouring out fiom different parts of the 


yesterday, with the addition of half a leg, but more especially from the place of 
drachm of Hoffman’s anodyne liquor to) ¢ vrare. The pulse is feeble, the tongue 
each dose. The appearance of the limb) 1151.1, it was remarked that the tongue 
ismuch the same; there seems to be a0) 1,44 been moist throughout the whole of 
imperfect attempt on the part of nature | patient's indispesition. 


to produce suppuration in order to dis- 
charge the sloughs. 


8. The sloughing and suppuration of the 


limb are going on, the integuments as 


4. There is much less irritation to-day ; high as the knee are diseased. Mr. Mor- 


the pulse continues quick and tongue 


gan deeming any further delay imprudent, 


moist. A portion of slough oe proposed that the operation should be 


over the seat of fracture has separate 
and matter is discharging. 


Sir Astley Cooper saw the patient to- 
day ; he seemed to be of opinion that it 
was possible to save the limb. In conse- 
quence of the patient’s extreme restless- 
ness, which continued until last night, it 
was found impossible to retain the limb in 
any single position, and. therefore, when 
Sir Astley visited the man, he found the 
limb laying as it had been placed by the 
patient himself. It had sunk down into 
a depression of the bed, and certainly was 
far from being in an eligible position. Sir 
Astley proceeded to place the limb on 
pillows, so as to elevate it considerably 
above the level of the patient’s body ; a 
splint being placed on its outer and inner 
side. The poultices to be discontinued, 
and dilute nitric acid lotion to be applied 
to the sloughs. 

(Sir Astley Cooper was meng J se- 

into a favourable opinion of this 
case from the comparatively quiet state in 
which he found the poor man. The fact 
of the limb being in a bad position arose 


performed to-day. 


It was.found necessary to amputate 
above the knee. The incisions were 
made, and the bone sawed through in 
the usual manner; a@ considerable gush of 
venous blood followed the incisions.— 
There was one circumstance, attend- 
ant on the operation, which we deem 
particularly worthy of notice. After the 
limb was removed, and when the tourni- 
quet was loosened, preparatory to se- 
curing the arteries, numerous streams of 
blood issued from the face of the stamp 
as if from a sieve. This blood was from 
the veins, vetin fact they poured out 
their blood in a similar manner to ar- 
teries.* The tourniquet was entirely re- 
moved, and pressure was made on the 


femoral artery in the groin, when the bleed- 


ing ceased. 

{t would be tedious to give a detail of 
the daily state of the patient after the 
operation. Infact, the symptoms which 


from the circumstance before t " 
viz. the incapability of retaining itin any 
single position.) 3 

6. Suppuration to a great extent is now 

oing on throughout the whole ofthe limb. 

ie slongh over the seat of fracture has 
separated, and the bone on moving the 
limb protrudes at the opening. The con- 
stitution has rallied a little, there is less 
nervous excitement. He continues to 
take the anodyne mixture; poultices are 
agair. applied. 

7. The propriety of amputation was 
considered of by Mr. Morgan to-day. He 
remarked that it was utterly impossible 
to save the limb, and as in a short time 
more extensive suppuration would ensue, 
a large demand would be made on the 


* Under similar circumstances that 
meritorious young surgeon’* John 
Shaw applied a ligature to each bleeding 
vein. To be sure this only occupied an 
hour and ten minutes, and doubtiess gave 
to the stump what Mr. C. Bell would 
style an * elegant appearance.” If such 
be Mr. Shaw's practice, who shall deny 
that he has many ties on his patients. 
Perhaps there was some “ irregular dis- 
tribution of arteries” onthe stump. God 
deliver us from the hands of such men as 
Joe Burns and John Shaw, and from the 
amputations of Ben Travers. 


* A specimen of “ moonshine,” Johnson’s blarney 
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came on the second day after amputation 
have been uniformly the same from day 
to day. They were of the same character 
as those which supervened the accident— 
high nervous excitement with great want 
of power. On the 15th of April we saw 
the stump, there did not appear to be the 
least attempt at reparation; a tungous 
growth was thrown out from the medal- 
lary structure of the bone. Large and 
repeated doses of opium are given to him 
with temporary benefit. Poultices are 
applied over the stump. 


On 22d of April we had an opportunity 
of observing the state of the stuinp, there 
seems now some disposition to granulate. 
We visited him daily thi onghout the week, 
aud found but little change in the symp- 
toms; some days appearing to rally a 
little, at other times we tind him appa- 
rently sinking. He has taken the black 
drop with some benefit. it is only a mat- 
ter of surprise to us that nature should 
so long have withstood the struggle ; he 
remains ina state from which recovery 
is scarcely possible. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


Disease of the Heart—Use of the Stethos- 
copes 


The utility of the stethoscope in ena- 
bling us to form a more correct disgnosis 
of diseases of the chest, is now well esta- 
blished. All thove who have taken the 
pains to investigate its merits, are fully 
satisfied therewith, and it is only rejected 
by those who are content to remain in 
the “ bliss of ignorance,” or whose stiff- 
necked pride of education will not permit 
them to become scholars in this art. 
Hume, in his history, informs us, that 
few men in England above the age ot 
forty believed in the doctrine of Harvey 
with respect to the circulation, So dif- 
ficult is it to shake off the trammels of 
education. 

The opinions pronounced on the fol- 
lowing case were principally derived from 
the use of the stethoscope, and the post- 
mortem examination fully confirmed their 
accuracy. 


Owen Sweeney was admitted into St. 
Thomas’s Hospital, October 27th, 1825, 
under the care of Dr, Eliiotson. He had 
some degree of ascites, and the legs were 
anasarcous ; there was a slight oppres- 
sion of breathing, but he could lay down 
without inconvenience. It was remarked, 
that the external jugular veins were 
greatly distended, especially near to the 


angles of the jaws ; the radial pulse was 
quick and irregular. 


Stethoscope.—On applying the stethos- 
cope over the region of the heart, a rust- 
ling noise was distinctly heard under the 
cartilages of the third and fourth ribs, 
This noise so much resembled a rush of 
air through a narrow opening, that at 
first it was imagined to be a respiratory 
noise, but by carefully observing the pe- 
riods of inspiration, it was found that the 
noise did not correspond therewith. Aun 
additional confirmation was found by ap- 
plying the finger to the radial artery, 
when it was discovered that the rustling 
noise and arterial pulse were synchronous. 


Diagnosis \st.—Frowm the noise it was 
inferred, that one of the orifices of the 
heart was diminished. 2dly, From the 
absence of signs of obstruction in the 
lungs, such as great dy-pnoea, and a bloat- 
ed livid countenance, and trom the npise 
being heard «ver the right half of the 
heart, it was ini. 21 that the disease was 
situated in the right ualf of that organ, 
3diy. From the noise being synchronous 
with the pulse, evidently occurring at the 
contraction of the ventricles, it was in- 
ferred that the obstruction existed at the 
commencement of the pulmonary artery. 


4thly, From the dilatation of the jugn- 
lars, it was supposed that the right side 
of the heart was dilated, and the ascites 
was imagined to be independent of the 
disease in the heart, and to aris* from 
hepatic affection, inasmuch as there was 
tenderness on pressure in the right hypo- 
chondriac region, and the man had been 
in warm climates. 


To cure the disease which was believed 
to exist in the heart, was impossible ; but 
the patient was allowed to remain in the 
hospital, aud died of a bronchial . flection 
on the 30th of March 1826, being a pe- 
riod of five months from the date of his 
admission into the hospital. Whether 
the lungs became diseased in consequence 
of their intimate connexion with the heart, 
or whether the disease depended on com- 
mon causes, such as exposure to cold, is 
of course matter of equal probability. 


Inspectio Cadaveris. 


Thorax.—The loose pericardinm was 
fonnd to be completely adherent to that 
on the surface of the heart, so that, in 
fact, there was no pericardial cavity. The 


right sinus venosus was greatly dilated, 
snd consequently the opening between 
the auricle and ventricle was considerably 
dilated. In the right ventricle, on the 
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side of the orifice of the pulmonary ar- 
tery, the substance of the heart was en- 
larged and indurated, partly cartilaginous, 
and partly osseous. This morbid struc- 
ture had so compressed the orifice of the 
pulmonary artery, that it was not larger 
than would be presented from a trans- 
verse section of the brachial artery, and 
the calibre of the artery was not greater, 
throughout its whole length, than that of 
the brachial artery. Every other part of 
the organ was sound, except the external 
part,on which there were smali portions 
of bone to be felt. In conclusion, we 
may observe, that the diagnosis of this 
case was formed by Dr. Eliiotson shortly 
atter the patient's admission, and the in. 
ferences were mentioned to Dr. Blundell, 
Dr. Roe, and to many of the pupils who 
saw the patient during the long period he 
remaiuved in the Hospital. 


- 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


Case of Cancer Uteri. 


Winnifred Howe, aged 38, was ad- 
mitted on the 10th of March, into Mary’s 
Ward, under the care of Dr. Latham. 
The vatient stated at the time of her ad- 
mission, that she had been a valetudina 
rian fur about the space of three years ; 
that at first she had menorrhagia, which 
lasted for seven weeks; it then ceased 
for four months, when it recurred, and 
continued more or less to within the 
last six weeks. Since that time she 
has not menstruated. She complains 
of general lassitude ; has vertigo, with 
pain in the back and loins, and also of 
a sense of bearing down of the uterus. 
For the last three weeks, she has had in- 
continence of ure. Tongue clean ; bowels 
regular ; pulse 96, and hard. Let her be 
bled to 10 ounces, and take the common 
saline mixture every six hours, Miik 


11. On instituting an 
per waginam, she complai 
pain and tenderness about the orifice 
of the canal; the lips of the uterus 
are of a cartilaginous hardness, and the 
anterior are more elongated than ordina- 
rily; the neck of the nterus open, and 
there is adischarge of bloody mucus. The 
blood drawn yesterday is both buffed and 
cupped, Let ten leeches be applied to 
the abdomen, and continuethe mixture. 

15. The general symptoms rather bet- 
ter. She has less pain in the head, back, 
and loins, but complains of rather an/t 
acute pain, which is increased on pres- 


completely carcinomatous, 
body and fundus of the organ were in a 
natural state, 
certain extent implicated the surrounding 
parts, and extended to the bladder, into 
which there was an aperture discovered, 
forming a fistulons communication be- 
t. tween it and the vagina. 
minal viscera were casually examined, 
but nothing wnusual was discovered. 


UTERI. 


moderately open, and the tongue clean, 
but dry. There is less incontinence of 
urine. Repeat the venesection to 14 oz.;' 
let eight leeches be applied to the right 
-ide, and let her take the following me- 
dicine three times a day : i 


Calomel and antimonial powder, of each 
two grains. 


16. Has been relieved the active 
depletory measures adopted yesterday. 
She has le-s pain in the side. Purulent 


matter is observed in the urine to-day. 
Pulse 80, and hard. Tongue dry. Bowels 
open. The leeches were noi applied 
yesterday, as the side was relieved of 
pain by the venesection. Continue the 
pills. 

21. Bowels very open, and she com- 
plains of a tenderness of the mouth. 
Let the pills be discontinued, and let her 
take, instead, the following powder once, 
and five grains of the com, ipecac. pow- 
der every six hours :— 


Powdered rhubarb, 15 grains ; 

Compound chaik powder wit opium, 
10 grains ; 

Mix, and make a powder. 

22. Bowels still very relaxed, and the 


incontinence of urine is returned. The 
patient appears exceedingly low and 


dejected. Pulse 108. 


She lingered on, gradually becoming 
lower and lower, until the 26th, when she 


died. 


On examining the body the next day, 
the neck of the uterus was found to be 
while the 


The ulceration had to a 


Tne abdo- 


LONDON OPHTHALMIC INFIR- 
MARY, MOORFIELDS. 


Enlargement and Indura- 
tion of the Lachrymal Gland. 


John Clifton, aged 24, from Market- 


street, Hertfordshire, was admitted a pa- 


ient of this Institution ander the care of 


Mr. Lawrence. 


sore in the right side. The liver is found 
to be larger than usual; the bowels are’ 


Says that seven years ago, from an ap- 


ple thrown at him, he received a violent 


~ 
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blow on the left upper lid, near the ex- 
ternal angle of the orbit. This was fol- 
lowed by considerable swelling, which 
gradually subsided. Two months after- 
wards, the lid again swelled, with con- 
siderable pain, which lasted for about a 
month, and then went offentirely. With 
the swelling, the eye began to water, 
and there was a constant profuse watery 
discharge, considerably increased by ex- 
posure to the air. The lid continued to 
swell, and the eye to water; the globe 
Was gradually protruded from the orbit, 
with loss of all useful vision. A fortnight 
before his admission, the eye inflamed, 
and became very painful. There is now 

neral fulness of the upper tid, which 

more particularly swelled, and render 
ed broader than natural, near the exter- 
nal angle. The globe and the lower lid 
are pushed downwards and inwards to 
about half way between the orbit and 
nose ; but although the globe is quite out 
of its socket, the lids are so extended as 
to cover it completely. There is consi- 
derable inflammation of the external tu- 
nics, a broad red zone in the sclerotic 
round the cornea, with general dulness, 
and a small ulcer of the latter. A hard 
unyielding tumour, tuberculated on its 
surface, projects a little beyond the mar- 
gin of the orbit, at its upper aud outer 
part, just where an enlarged lachrymal 
gland would protrude. Mr. Lawrence 
thinks it is doubtful whether or not this 
is moveable upon the bone. Mr. Tyrrell 
considers it is not moveable, and, on this 
account, does not recommend its extir- 
pation. Ordered 


Cucur. cruent tempore sinist. ad §xij. 
Cal. gr. ij. P.jalape, gr. x. statim. 


Mar. 15. irudin, viij. oculo sinistro ; 
Magnes. sulph. 3i. ex infus rose ter 
quotidie. 


Tn order to afford the patient the be- 
nefit of another opinion, Mr. Lawrence 
took the patient to the Hospital of Sur- 
gery, in Panton-square, and Mr. Ward- 
yop, the surgeon of that Institution, after 
convincing himself that the tumour had 
not any immediate connexion with the 
bone, strongly advised the operation for 
its removal. 


25. The natient was brought into the 
theatre to-day to have the operation per- 
formed. As the swelling obviously filled 
a large portion of the orbit, and probably 
extended deeply into the cavity, it was 
desirable to have ample room, and the 
external incisions were accordingly free. 
The largest, of about three inches in 
length, extended from the temple, along 
the fold of the upper lid, to the root of 


ENLARGEMENT OF THE LACHRYMAL GLAND. 


the nose ; a second of two inches, 
perpendicularly over the upper a 
part of the orbit and forelread, to meet 
the first at right angles. It was neces- 
sary to make a third cut from the first in- 
cision towards the anterior origin of the 
zygoma. By turning aside the flaps pro- 
duced by this crucial incision, the seat 
of the tumour was completely exposed. 
No other difficulty was experienced, ex- 
cept that inseparable from the size and 
hardness of the swelling, its deep extent 
backwards, and close contact with the 
orbit and its contents; its surrounding 
connexions were, however, merely cellu- 
lar. It was the lachrymal gland increased 
to the size of a large walnut, and of the 
most compact homogeneous structure; 
its texture approached in firmness to 
cartilage, and had a light yellow tint, 
with an appearance of white radiated 
fibres at one part. Altogether it much 
resembled the firmest part of a schirrous 
breast. 


outer 


During the operation, a large quantity 
of blood” was lost, and, ash filed the 
deep cavity left by removing the tumour, 
its source could not be discovered. The 
patient was left quiet, in the hope that 
the bieeding would cease; it continued, 
however, freely, for more than half an 
hour, rendering the patient very faint. 
An artery was then secured. The inci- 
sions were now approximated by five 
small silk ligatures, and three narrow 
slips of adhesive plaster ; the parts were 
constantly covered with a wet rag. 


26. The wounds had united by adie- 
sion; the sutures and adhesive straps 
were removed, the lids and lashes tho- 
roughly cleaned, and the parts subse- 
quently covered with a wetted rag. The 
eye had receded to its natural position, 
and the inflammation of the sclerotic had 
ceased. 


April 9. The patient, having been qwite 
well for seme days, left the Infirmary 
to-day, The union of the wound by ad- 
hesion was complete ; no suppuration oc- 
curred. The globe is in its natural posi- 
tion, and moves treely, its surtace, with 
that of the lids, being as moist as usual, 
The external intlammation has ceased; 
the cornea has nearly recovered its trans- 
parency, and vision is much improved, 


Discharged cured. 


160 
Lone 
O: 
Gen 
Ti 
wou! 
eat i 
app 
marl 
exci 
alar 
exte 
ther 
Slig 
tran 
retit 
sigh 
any 
visit 
com 
inte 
whe 
cov 
irre 
cide 
bee 
alm 
the 
ter 
| the 
tion 
rea 
the 
tior 
awit 
tior 


